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OOD advertisements are friendly messengers, 

and they are widely so regarded, as an im- 

portant factor in meeting material needs. The ad- 

vertisements in The Sunday School Times invite you 

to consider a wide horizon of opportunity in meeting 
your own needs. 














He is Faithful That Promised 


By Adah Richmond 


“ A, hath God said?” he asked, 
In Eden’s garden spot ; 
And Eve believed the tempter’s voice, 
But God’s she trusted not. 


Again he comes to me, 
Again he whispers, “ If—,” 

When God has written in His Word, 
“He that believeth, HATH.” 


I look beyond the word, 
I look into the face 

Of one who hung on Calvary’s Cross 
And died there in my place. 


Eve knew. not Calvary. 
But God forbid that ] 

Should fail.to trust in such a Lord, 
And should believe a lie. 





Without Hurrying 


Holiness and hurry do not go together. We can- 
not imagine God hurrying; and God is holy. More- 
over, asks us to be holy, even as he is (1 Peter 
1:15). A Christian woman writes to a friend: “I 


myself have stepped out into a new miracle-life in 
regard to work by realizing that ‘He that believeth 
shall not make haste’ 
well as a statement. 


Isa. 28:16) is a command as 
foreordained all our good 





- 


work (and we should never do anything but good 
work), and he calculated correctly just how much 
time. we would require for each duty. It has meant 
a life of such interwoven miracles of God’s ‘pre- 
paredness’ that words fail me to describe it. “The 
steps’ —not the jumps or leaps—‘of a good man 
are ordained by the Lord: and he delighteth in_his 
way’ (Psa. 37:23). The man rejoices in the God- 
ordered way; and the Lord rejoices in it.” God al- 
ways has all the time he needs to do his work; and 
God always gives us all the time we need to do his 
work. We “have to hurry” only when in some way 
we have turned aside from ’s work to our own. 
If we let him keep us from that, he will keep us from 


hurry. 
a 
Caught Up . 


Some of us are never caught up with our work. 
Others are habitually even with, or ahead of, their 
work. In which class-do God’s children belong? A 
consecrated missionary, leaving his mission station 
for a visit in the home-land, writes that he is seek- 
ing to make everything ready for the next occupant 
of his place if he does not return; and he says: “Oh, 
to be kept with our work ‘caught up’ so that we 
may be ready to be ‘caught up’ whenever the Chariot 
appears! y letter file is clear, and to-day’s letters 
are answered. It is a wonderful saving of time, to 
keep personal correspondence cleared off with the 
same promptitude as business matters have to be at- 
tended to.” Here is a very practical incentive indeed, 
in the “Blessed Hope.” “Efficiency” and the truth 
of the Lord’s return go together. 

> a 
Better than Geopolis 

Man is a wonderful builder. But God’s build- 
ing is even more wonderful. Man is just now plan- 
ning to rebuild the world. And man is likely to do 
a wonderful piece of work in this world-building. An 
interesting newspaper cablegram from Brussels, pub- 
lished this month, states that “The inter-Allied com- 
mittee appointed to discuss the question of com- 
memorating the war with a permanent monument 
will recommend the foundation in Belgium of an 
international city to be known as ‘Geopolis’ (Earth 
or World City). The city would be built on one of 


. 
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the sectors of the fighting front in Belgium, which 
would be neutralized and; according to the plans 
of the committee, would become the permanent seat 
of the League of Nations.” What an unconsciously 
accurate name for the center of the new plans of 
men: Earth or World City! The central great weak- 
ness of thé plans is that they leave God out. More 
than one writer has called attention to the fact of 
the entire omission of reference to God in the plans 
and program of the League of Nations. While all 
Christian people may well rejoice in every move made 
by men to minimize or end war and bring the nations 
together in proper agreement and co-operation, never- 
theless all God-ignoring plans are hopelessly inade- 
quate. “Geopolis” makes us think of the old attemp 

when men said, “Come, let us build us a city, an 

a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, and let 
us make us a name” (Gen. 11:5). It was men’s, not 
God’s name that interested those early city-builders; 
and so God took a hand “and they left off building 
the city. Therefore was the name of it called Babel. 

Christians to-day will watch with interest the prog- 
ress of Geopolis ; but they are more interested in “the 
city which hath the foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11: 10). 


“x 


Christians and Coincidences 


God’s children ought not to consider cainci- 
dences remarkable. ‘They ought to expect them. 
The Shunammite woman was hospitable to the 
prophet and God wonderfully blessed her for it. 
God gave her a son; and when the son died He 
miraculously restored him to life for her; and then 
when the seven-year famine came the man of God 
warned her to go abroad for seven years and es- 
cape it. This she did, but meantime she had been 
robbed of her land. She decided to appeal to the 
king to have it restored. And she gets to the palace 
just at the time the king has taken a notion to talk 
to Gehazi, the prophet’s servant, about the wonder- 
ful works that God has wrought through Elisha; and 
just as he gets to the story of the restoration of 
this Shunammite’s son, she herself is ushered in and 
Gehazi says, “Why, my lord, O king, this is the very 
woman, and this is her son” (2 Kings 8:5). Yes, 
“All things work together for good to them that 
love God.” 


we 


Getting Telegrams from God 


partment is referred to in one of his public 

addresses by the Honorable Josephus Daniels, 
Secretary of the Navy. “I led him on in a memor- 
able conversation,” says the Secretary, “to speak of 
the secrets of his remarkable success as a steel 
manufacturer. Among other things, he told me that 
he used to awake in the early hours of the morning, 
‘And then,’ said he, ‘I weal have flashes. I would 
receive an indelible impression about some method 
for improving the business. Usually it was a start- 
lingly new plan. I was to find out who is the ener- 
getic youth in the machine shop, who impressed me 
as I passed through, and promote him. soon dis- 
covered that it would bé a mistake if I did not act 
upon my early morning “flashes.” ‘That is one of the 
secrets of my success.’” 

Shall keen business-men be wiser in their genera- 
tion than those who must be about their Heavenly 
Father’s business? Do you as a Christian ever have 
“flashes” in the night watches or in the dawning of 
a new God-given day, full of twelve golden hours 
of opportunity? 

“Do you believe in impressions?” asked a woman 
at a Bible Conference of her neighbor in the pew? 
She had been having “flashes”; had been hearing 
voices speak to her much as the Voice spoke to the 
lad in the Temple. Some of these impressions she 
had not acted upon, such as beseeching a friend to 
become a Christian, or writing a letter with a mes- 
sage of comfort in it; and she confessed the fact 
with a certain sinking of the heart; with a convic- 


Aree from Andrew Carnegie to the Navy De- 





tion of serious loss somewhere, for which she was 
responsible. 

How does the Holy Spirit guide us—as we yield 
to his indwelling? With what voice does ke speak? 
Not with audible voice, but with some voice more 
than a mere general, Bible-based conviction that we 
should read Scripture stories to the children at home, 
have family prayers, teach a Sunday-school class, 
do personal work whenever a good opportunity pre- 
sents itself, and accept office in the church. aloes 
ing in any or all of these activities by God’s dear 
children is unquestionably of the Spirit. But as 
we wholly yield our lives to him does he not speak 
even more directly into our ear? 

In Old Testament times God spoke plainly and 
unmistakably to priest and king and people, through 
the Urim and the Thummim, or through the voice 
of angels in wonderful theophanies, or through the 
voices of the prophets, whom he called to be his 
mouthpieces. Living on this side the Day of Pente- 
cost, we have an advantage over the Old Testa- 
ment saints in the possession of the completed Bible. 
But do we not have along with this immense ad- 
vantage a right to much more vf the pentecostal 
and apostolic direction of the Spirit as to our Chris- 
tian service than we make use of? 

What did Paul mean when he told the Thessa- 
lonian Christians not to “quench” the Spirit? We 
can understand what it is to “resist” the Spirit, or 
“grieve” the Spirit, but it does seem puzzling at 
times to think that it is possible for Christians to 
“quench” the Spirit. Is not this quenching to pour 
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the water of indifference and neglect upon the fire of 
the Holy Spirit when he comes with illumination 
as to duty and with the heat of energy for the super- 
natural performance of it? } 

At the recent World Conference on_ Christian 
Fundamentals in America, the Rev. Paul Rader said 
that after his conversion he‘used to plead with a 
very successful young Chicago banker friend to ac- 
cept Christ. The oung banker dallied; he post- 
poned a decision. eantime Mr. Rader’s little girl 
had been sent to the hospital to be treated for in- 
fantile paralysis. The banker was up to the neck 
in patriotic work, helping to put the government’s 
liberty loans over the top in his city, as well as at- 
tending to the onerous duties of his own business. 
One day Mr. Rader heard that the banker had had 
a serious nervous breakdown, and had gone to a 
sanitarium near Chicago for treatment. ~ . 

“Instantly,” says Mr. Rader, “I got a telegram from 
God that told me I should take the first train 
to see my friend. Then the thought came, But this 
is the very day on which our little girl comes home 
from the hospital, dismissed as fully recovered.” But 
the “telegram” from God was urgent. Explaining the 
situation over the telephone to his wife, he hastened 
to his sick friend. Meeting him in the lobby of the 
sanitarium the young banker said, impetuously, 

“Rader, you are of all men the one I most want 
to see. I was thinking about you all day yesterday. 
I started to send you a telegram.” 

“T received the telegram,” said Mr. Rader. 

“Oh, no,” said the banker, “I tore it up before I 
sent it.” 

“But I get one from God to do the very same 
thing you were about to ask me to do,” said Mr. 
Rader. 

The conversion of the young banker was one of 
the most radiant the pastor of the Moody Church 
ever witnessed, he says. His joy in his new found 
salvation was overwhelming. They went for a stroll 
on the golf links. 

“Does that grass look greener to you than before?” 
said the banker. “I’m on,” said Mr, Rader. “I 
know what you mean, old friend. My experience 
was much the same when I was converted. All 


nature is more beautiful when we find God.” 
Suddenly, as they proceeded, the banker grew pale, 
gasped, and fell over in Mr. Rader’s arms. Giant 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“His truth isa shield and a buckler 
Thou shalt not be afraid” 


| (Psa. 91 : 4) 


that he is, he placed his friend upon his sturdy 
shoulders, hailed an automobile, and hastening to 
the sanitarium laid the sick man upon his bed. But 
he never again opened his eyes. What if Mr. Rader 
had not been obedient to his heavenly vision in this 
instance? 

A devoted Christian woman found herself seated 
upon the same bench at an Atlantic seaboard sum- 
mer resort with a young girl. She was moved to 
speak to the girl. She asked a token from God that 
if this were his will, the girl herself might begin 
the conversation. The sign was given. The girl 
made a commonplace remark about the weather. 

The conversation that ensued developed the fact 
that the girl was in deep distress, and when it was 
ended she said to this Christian woman, “I was 
considering throwing myself into the water after 
night had Fallen, and it is quite possible I would have 
done so had you not spoken to me about the things 
of God.” 

That young woman accepted Christ, and entered 
upon an enthusiastic life of Christian service. At the 
other end of the same beach that night, another girl 
threw herself into the water ‘and ended her life. 
Perhaps there was some Christian acquaintance of 
the suicide who disobeyed the Spirit when impressed 
to deal with her. ' 

Are we giving the Holy Spirit the use of our- 


























selves when .he speaks unmistakably of our duty?’ 


What are we doing with our telegrams from God? 

“The Spirit said unto Philip . . . join thyself unto 
this chariot.” : 

“While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said 
unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.” 

What hath the Spirit said unto thee? 





Can We Pray for “All Men”? 


A missionary in Madeira has written a thought- 
ful letter about an editorial discussion of prayer 
which appeared in this department in the issue of 
July 6, 1918. Speaking heartily of the article, he 
Says: 

I do not understand the following point: 


“Promiscuous prayer for all mankind is not Scrip- 
tural, nor intelligent, nor possible.” 


I always pray for all mankind, ete., and this above 
paragraph upset me. By comparing what you say 
with the following points, I see you are not right. Can 


you help me about this? 

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all persever- 
ance and supplication for all saints” (Eph. 6: 18). 

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men” (1 Tim. 2:1, and following). 

By reading these points I see I must pray for all 
saints and for all men. Then how do you say that this 
kind of prayer is unscriptural?—Yours affectionately 
in Christ. 


There is no Scriptural authority for asking God to 
save every individual human being of the sixteen 
hundred million souls on earth to-day. For the whole 
teaching of Scripture is that while “many are called, 
few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14); “for wide is the 
gate and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many are they that enter in thereby. For 
narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that lead- 
eth unto life, and few are they that find it” (Matt. 
7:14). To pray in an indiscriminate way for what 
God has shown in his Word he cannot give is what 
was meant, in that editorial comment, by ‘the ex- 
pression “promiscuous prayer for all mankind.” God 
wants our praying to be, not promiscuous, but intel- 
ligent. If it is Scriptural it is bound to be intelli- 
gent. We may indeed, and must if we do God’s will, 
pray “for all men,” as we are authorized to do by 
the passage quoted: by the Madeira missionary. That 
is, we may pray for the evangelizing of all men: that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ may be carried to all men. 
and that all may thereby have the opportunity of 
knowing of the way of life through Jesus, and the 
opportunity of accepting him. “For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:3, 4). But God 
elsewhere tells us, as already shown, that not all 





men will be willing to be saved, though he has pro- 
vided the way and longs that all should enter in. 

In the Christian duty and privilege of praying, 
as in all else, we shall be safeguarded and guided 
by keeping close to the Word of God, and by inter- 
preting any one part of that Word by other parts 
that bear upon it. 

a 


Pastor Russell and Christ’s Coming 


Is belief in the premillennial second coming of Christ 
necessary to salvation; and if so, why? 

Was Pastor Russell, of Millennial Dawn, the first man 
to preach the imminency of Christ’s return in the 
present age? My father says Pastor Russell was the 
only man he ever heard of when he was a boy who ever 
believed in the imminency of our Lord’s return. Were 
there any true Christians at that time (forty years ago) 
who believed that Christ’s coming was-near? How can 
the fact be explained that a man like Pastor Russell, 
who disseminates such false teaching, could have had 
more true light on this subject than many of even the 
most godly Christians?—An Ontario Reader. 


Belief in the imminent return of Christ is not a 
condition of salvation. 

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
begotten of God” (1 John 5:1). “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16). “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh 
not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into 
life” (John 5:24). “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that believeth hath eterrial life” (John 6:47). 
“But these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
may have life in his name” (John 20:31). “But as 
many as received him, to them gave he the right 
to become children of God, even to them that believe 
on his name” (John 1:12). “And we have beheld 
and bear witness that the Father hath sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth 
in him, and he in God” (1 John 4:14, 15). “Fhese 
things have I written unto you, that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, even unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). 

Yet the child of God, born again through faith in 
Christ as the Son of God and the Saviour of men, 
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will miss much of the richness of the message of 
God’s Word, much of the joy of fellowship with the 
Lord in His program and purpose for the church in 
this age, if he does not see and accept the truth so 
fully revealed in the Word of God concerning our 
Lord’s imminent return. “For the grace of God 
hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instruct- 
ing us, to the intent that ... we should live soberly 
and righteously and godly in this present world; 
looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the 
glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Tit. 2: 11-13). . 
Pastor Russell was not the first man to preach 
the imminency of Christ’s return in the present age. 
“Imminent” always means “possibly present.” That 
which is really “imminent” may occur at any moment. 
A good while before Pastor Russell began his teach- 
ing of tragic mixture of truth and falsehood anether 
Bible teacher preached the imminency of Christ’s 
return; the Lord Jesus himself gave this man a spe- 
cial revelation concerning His coming, saying: “Yea: 
I come quickly”; and this eager disciple of our Lord 
responded: “Amen: come, Lord Jesus.” This teach- 
ing of the imminent return of Christ will be found 
in the next to the last verse of the Bible, the Reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ, given to the apostle John. 
And from that day, almost nineteen centuries ago, 
to this, Christian people have believed and taught 
and preached the imminent return of the Lord. 
Clement, Bishop of Rome at the end of the first 
century, taught it. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna in 
the beginning of the second century, taught it. So 
did Papias, a few years later; and Justin Martyr, in 


the middle of the second century. And Irenaeus, ° 


Bishop of Lyons, toward the end of the second cen- 
tury. So Tertullian, A.D. 200; and Cyprian, Bishop 
of Carthage; and Lactantius, 300 A. D. The Nicene 
Council, consisting of several hundred bishops from 
all parts of the earth, went on record early in the 
fourth century as believing it. Gibbon, the great 
historian, testifies that the early Christians lived in 
the expectation of Christ’s imminent return. Com- 
ing down through the centuries, Martin Luther cried 
out, “Let us not think that the coming of. Christ is 
far off,” and Melancthon said, “This aged world is 
not far from its end.” Calvin and John Knox taught 
the speedy return of Christ. So did Latimer, and 
ioe Bunyan, and Samuel Rutherford, and John 

ilton. Toplady, author of “Rock of Ages,” said, “I 
am one of the old-fashioned people who believe the 
doctrine of the millennium.” Still others were Charles 
Wesley, and Isaac Watts, and Cowper, and Sir Isaac 
Newton; and such godly preachers, half a centu 
ago, as Horatius and Andrew Bonar, and Charles H. 
Spurgeon. The great evangelists of the last genera- 
tion, like D. L. Moody, taught and preached it; and 
S did the great missionary nodere, like Hudson Tay- 
or. 

It is true that, because the doctrine of our Lord’s 
return is such a precious and central truth of Scrip- 
ture, it has been denied and taught against from time 
to time during the Christian era. Back in the third 
century Origen was one of the strong, influences 
against it, as he “allegorized and spiritualized every 
promise that referred to the coming of Christ and 
the glory of the Kingdom.” And Constantine, em- 
peror and statesman that he was, sought to bring 
together the church and the state in a way that neces- 
sitated the denial of the teachings of Scripture and 
thus injured and crippled the church. “Immediately 
after the triumph of Constantine, Christiawity having 
become dominant and prosperous, Christians began 
to lose their vivid expectation of our Lord’s speedy 
advent.” And the papacy was born. 

Again, early in the eighteenth century Daniel 
Whitby revived the positions of Origen, and offered 
what he frankly called a “new hypothesis,” setting 
aside the teachings of the New Testament as to 
Christ’s return. 

But, as has been shown, a witness to the Return 
has never been allowed to die out; and the truth 
is to-day doubtless being more widely taught and ac- 
cepted than has been the case since the early cen- 
turies. 

It should not surprise us that a false teacher like 
Pastor Russell should have included real truth with 
his falsehood. Such a mixture of the good with the 
bad has characterized practically every false religious 
teaching. It is Satan’s method, coming as an angel 
of light to deceive the very elect (2 Cor. 11:13, 14). 
And the influences that work against the simple New 


Testament truth of our Lord’s return have been so . 


subtle and persistent, for centuries, that it is not 
surprising that godly Christians, who see true on 
other fundamentals of the faith, have not always ap- 
prehended this. But there is reason to believe’ that 
God is using and blessing the present great world- 
wide testimony to our Lord’s return to bring into 
the riches of this truth a vast majority of the mem- 
bers of.the church of Christ on earth in our gener- 
ation. 
A valuable discussion of “The History of the Doctrine of Our 
Lord’s Return,”’ from which most of the above historical facts 
are taken, may be had in pamphlet form, by Dr. I. M. Hal- 
deman, from the Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721 Spring 
Garden Street, Philadelphia, for ten cents. A larger volume 
on the same subject, invaluable for reference and study, is 
The Lord’s Return,” by Jesse Forest Silver, may be ob- 
tained from The Sunday School Times Company, at $1,25 net. 

































Lesson for August 1¢ 
Acts 16:9-15; James 5:19, 20 
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By William L. Pettingill 


The Beast King and the False Prophet 


Dean of the Philadelphia School of the Bible 
and Editor of Serving-and-Waiting 





terrible personages appear, in connection with the 

dreadful scenes of the End-Time. One is a King 
on the throne of universal empire, and the other is 
the head of a world-wide religious system under the 
sovereignty of the King. There is some confusion 
among Bible teachers and scholars as to the proper 
designation of these two characters. Some speak of 
them as “The Antichrist and the False Prophet, 
thus applying the term “Antichrist” to the King; 
others speak of them as “The King and the Anti- 
christ,” thus applying the term “Antichrist” to the 
False Prophet. Soap 

In the chapter itself the term “Antichrist” does not 
occur. The only use of the term anywhere in_the 
Bible is by the writer of The Revelation, in the First 
and Second Epistles bearing his name. In 1 John 
2: 18-22 it is written: 


“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have 


|: THE thirteenth chapter of The Revelation two 


heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there © 


many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the 


‘last time. ‘ 


“They went out from us, but they were not of us; 
for if they had been of us, they would no daubt 
have continued with us: but they went out, that 


they might be made manifest that they were not all — 


of us [that none of them are of us]. 

“But ye have an uhction from the Holy One, and 
ye know all things. 

“I have not written unto you because ye know not 
the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is 
of the truth. . 

“Who is a liar, but he that denieth that Jesus is the 
Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and 
the Son.” 


Again in chapter 4: 1-4, of the same Epistle, John 
writes: 


“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. 

“Hereby: know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God: 

“And every spirit that confesseth not that Jeens 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is 
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that 
it should come; and even now already is it in the 
world. 

“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them: because greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world.” 


And yet once more, in the 7th verse of his Second 
Epistle, the same writer says: 


“For many deceivers are entered into the world, 
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” 


All this would indicate that, technically speaking, 


the term “Antichrist” belonged to the False Prophet” 


rather than to the King. 

But there is a strong parallelism between the 
Trinity of the Godhead on the one _ hand, 
and the Trinity of Evil presented in Revelation 13 
on the other; and in this parallelism Satan appears 
as opposed to God the Father, Satan’s King is ar- 
rayed against God’s King, and Satan’s False Prophet, 
testifying to the False King, is opposed to the Holy 
Spirit, who testifies to the True King. This on 
ment might seem to identify the King, rather than his 
False Prophet, as the Antichrist, since the meaning 
of the term is against or opposed to Christ, and this 
is the King’s place in the Trinity of Evil. 

There are two “Beasts,” and they are both anti- 
christian. Yet the first “Beast” is set forth in the 
Scripture as distinctively and pre-eminently THE 
Beast. In Revelation 19: 20 and 20: 10 the two Beasts 
are referred to as “the Beast and the False Prophet.” 

For the sake of simplicity and clearness in these 
studies we will drop from this point the term “Anti- 
christ,” and refer to these two characters as “The 
Beast King” and “The False Prophet.” 


The Beast King of the End-Time (Rev. 13: 1-10) 


And I stood.upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
beast rise up out of the sea (Rev. 13:1). 


The beast is a familiar figure in the Bible, repre- 
senting a political power. From comparison with the 
visions of Daniel, as we shall see a bit farther on, 
the conclusion is irresistible that this “Beast” is in 
type and symbol the revived Roman Empire. It rises 

up out of the sea” of the Gentile nations (compare 
Rev. 17:15, where the sea sign is employed and in- 
terpreted). 


Sixth in the series on 
God’s Prophecies for Plain People 


Articles to follow will take up 
The Jews’ Sensational Age-Ending 
Why Only One Great Tribulation ? 
Armageddon — When It Comes 
Christ’s Earth-Convulsing Return 
How Will Christ Judge the Nations? 
When the Jews Become Mankind’s Glory 
If You Were Living in the Golden Age 
Satan’s Life-Story: Past, Present, and Future 
The Judgment at the Great White Throne 
After the Millennium —What? 


Articles already published have dealt with 
The Truth about Christ’s Second Coming 
The “Rapture” and the First Resurrection 
The Marriage Supper and the Wedding 
What Occurs at Christ’s Judgment Seat 

The Amazing Final Seven Years 











Having seven heads and ten horns (v. 1). 


Seven is the number of completeness; here it 
speaks of universal power and dominion (see verse 
The ten horns correspond with the ten toes of 
ebuchadnezzar’s Dream Image and the ten horns 
of the fourth “beast” in Daniel’s vision described in 
his seventh chapter. Indeed, Daniel 7: 7, 8 is another 
picture of the same thing that we are looking upon 
in Revelation 13:1, 2. The ten horns and the ten 
toes speak of the ten sub-divisions of the Roman 
Empire which shall be confederated to make up the 
revived Empire. 


And upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his 
heads the name of blasphemy (v. 1). 

Ten kings, wearing crowns (Gr. diadems), join 
together in a League of Nations, under the sover- 
eignty of the Emperor, and thus constitute the Em- 
pire, as shown by Daniel 7:24 and Revelation 17: 
12, The name (lit., names) of blasphemy are ex- 
plained by the sixth verse of our chapter. 


And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, 
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth as the mouth of a lion (v. 2). 


Turn now to the seventh chapter of Daniel, and 
read it through. The Beast out of the Sea in Reve- 
lation 13:1, 2 is the same as the “dreadful and ter- 
rible” fourth Beast in Daniel 7:7,8. Compare also 
Daniel 2: 40-43.- It is Rome. The world-monarchy 
preceding Rome was Greece, symbolized by the 
leopard of Daniel 7:6, as also by the rough goat of 
Daniel 8:5, which is identified in Daniel 8:21 as 
“the king’ [or kingdom] of Grecia.” Before Greece 
there was Medo-Persia, the bear kingdom of Daniel 
7:5, seen also in the ram of Daniel 8: 3-7 and named 
in Daniel 8:20. Before Medo-Persia was Babylon, 
the lion kingdom of Daniel 7:4. John tells us that 
the “Beast out of the Sea” which he saw “was like 
unto a leopard,” but with feet like a bear, and a 
mouth like a lion’s mouth. That is to say, in the last 
great Gentile monarchy there will be the spirit of all 
the Gentile monarchies that have gone before it. 
Greece, Medo-Persia, and Babylon are headed up in 
this last great empire.. A beast is an apt symbol of 
them all. It is significant that a beast or bird of 
prey is the adopted symbol of all the nations of the 
earth, * 


And the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, 
and great authority (v. 2). 

The dragon is Satan himself (Rev. 20:2). He 
"re to this revived world empire his own power. 

he word for “seat” is thronos, and is rightly 
changed by the Revisers to “throne.” Satan is the 
prince of this world, according to the testimony of 
our Lord himself (John 12:31; 14:30). He is the 
“prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2). 
He once offered “his power, and his throne, and great 
authority” to the Son of God, who refused his offer 
(Luke 4:5,6). Here Satan finds a man—the super- 
man for whom the world is looking—and to this 
superman Satan gives his throne and his power and 
his authority. The Lord Jesus spoke of this super- 
man in John 5:43, when he said to the Jews: “I am 
come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive.” 


And I saw. one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the 


world wondered after the beast. And they wor- 
shipped the ~~ which gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like 
unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 
(vs. 3, 4). 

It is easy to understand that such a mighty mon- 
arch would have the world at his feet. The world 
to-day is searching for a man who is able to still the 
seething cauldron of Europe, to say nothing of the 
restless nations outside of Europe. Should such a 
man arise—one powerful enough to subdue the na- 
tions, one against whom no one could successfully 
prosecute war, one so energized by superhuman, su- 
pernatural power as to get into his hands the reins 
of international rulership—the world would go after 
him en masse. And if the world came to know that 
all this power, manifested in the man on the throne, 
was the power of Satan, the world would not be 
slow to worship “the dragon which gave power unto 
the beast.” It is but a step, essentially, from the 
rejection of the Son of God to the worship of Satan 
who is opposed to God. Farther on in this chapter 
we shall see how the worship of the Emperor is to 
become the state religion of the whole earth in that 
dreadful day. 


And there was (ne unto him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies; and power [authority] 
was given unto him to continue forty and two 
months (v. 5). 


Here we have a time-note that helps us to locate 
the manifestation and reign of the Beast King. The 
forty-two months spoken of here are identical with 
the 1260 days of the ministry of the two witnesses 
from heaven (Rev. 11:3); and with the “time, times 
and a half” of Daniel 12:7. The exact parallel is 
found in Daniel 7:25, where the same “Beast” is in 
view, and where it is written that he will “think to 
change times and laws: and they shall be given into 
his hand until a time and times and the dividing of 
time.” In Daniel a “time” is a year, and these three 
and one-half years are the final years of “the times of 
the Gentiles” spoken of by our Lord in Luke 21: 24. 
It is the time of The Great Tribulation, the latter 
half of “The Amazing Final Seven Years,” of which 
we recently studied together. 


And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and 
them that dwell in heaven (v. 6). 

This terrible King, the Man of Sin and Son of 
Perdition, “opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God.” His “coming is after the power of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish” (2 Thess. 2:3-10). Such is this blas- 
phemer. And the raptured Church, as well as God 
himself, will be the object of his blasphemies. He 
will blaspheme “them that dwell in heaven,” and we 
shall by that time be included in that happy company. 


And it was given unto him to make war with the 
saints, and to overcome them: and power [authority] 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations (vy. 7). 

The “saints” here are the Jewish remnant of the 
End-Time, together with that innumerable company, 
out of all the nations, seen in the seventh chapter of 
The Revelation, who, refusing to worship the Beast 
King, shall die for the testimony of Jesus and for the 
Word of God. The Great Tribulation is to come be- 
fore us in a later study in this series, and therefore 
we do not go into particulars here. 


And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the -foundation of the 
world (v. 8). 

What a time of testing and sifting that will be! It 
will avail nothing in that day merely to profess to 
know God. The form of godliness will not do. 
Blessed indeed—then as now—to have the assurance 
that one’s name is “registered in heaven” (Heb. 
12: 23). : 

If any man have an ear, let him hear (v. 9). 

Oh, for the anointed ear, to enable us to hear the 
voice of the Spirit of God! 

He that leadeth into captivity shall go into cap- 
tivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed 
with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith 
of the saints (v. 10). 


A much abused and overworked verse! Taken 
from its context, and removed from its God-given 
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place, it has been made to do duty many a time for the 
pacifist and the conscientious objector. It belongs in 
the End-Time, and is an exhortation and warning 
directed to God’s people of that time, to save them 
from resorting to force to establish their rights. Let 
them wait only on God, who will “avenge them speed- 
ily” (comp. Luke 18:8). 


The False Prophet of the End-Time (vs. 11-18) 


And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth (v. 11). ‘ 

The first beast is a Gentile, rising out of the sea 
of the nations. The second beast is an apostate 
Jew, coming out of the earth. The earth is sug- 
gestive of Israel, God’s earthly people, with earthly 
promises and earthly destiny. 


And he had two horns like a*lamb, and he spake 
as a dragon (v. 11). 


It is characteristic of all false prophets to parade 
themselves as representatives of the Lamb, and then 


to teach and preach doctrines of Satan. “Try the 
spirits whether they are of God.” Watch them. 
Look not upon their outward appearance. What do 


they say? ow do they speak? Is their doctrine of 
God or of man? Here is a timely word, even for our 
day. “Despise not prophesyings,” but “prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good.” 


And he exerciscth all the power [authority] of the 
first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them 
that dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose 
deadly wound was healed (v. 12). 


In the third verse we saw one of the beast’s heads 
as healed after a mortal wound. The Roman Empire 
has been reckoned dead by the world for centuries. 
It will be revived, and it will have a head, that is an 
Emperor. His pomp and power w.ll amaze the 
world, and the world will be called upon to worship 
him. 

And he doeth great wonders [signs], so that he 
maketh fire come down from hecven ov the earth in 
the sight of men (v. 13). 


“The Jews require a sign,” and here is a sig.. for 
those who turn from God in that day of fiery trial. 
It is Elijah’s chosen sign on Mount Carmel. It will 
deceive all but the very elect. 


And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the 
means of those miracles [signs] whi h he had power 
to do in the sight of the be. t; saying to them that 
dwell on the earth, * -t they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and 
did live (v. 14). 

This is the third chapter of Daniel over again. 
Nebuchadnezzar was the first ruler in the period 
called the Times of the Gentiles; the Beast King of 
the End-Time will be the last ruler in that period. 
Both Nebuchadnezzar and the Beast King introduce 
universal idolatry as the state religion of the whole 
world, demanding worship of their own persons on 
pain of death for refusal. 


And he had power to give life unto the image of the 
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed (v. 15). 

The Revision corrects the word “life” to “breath.” 
This image is the “abomination of dessolation” spoken 
of by Daniel and by the Lord Jesus. It will be set 
up in the Holy of Holies of the Tribulation Temple 
at Jerusalem, displacing the Ark of the Covenant and 
the Mercy Seat. 


And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bend; to receive a mark in their right 
hard, or in their foreheads (v. 16). 

This mark of the beast is the alternative in that day 
for those who refuse the seal of God (comp. chap. 7). 


‘And that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the num- 
ber of his name. (v. 17). 

It is universal boycott. It means, worship the 
Emperor or starve. There is nothing new about it, 
except the world-wide extent of it. The Roman 
Emperors in olden time often proclaimed themselves 
divine, and demanded and received divine honors; 
and woe to the man who in those days refused to 
bow the knee and burn incense to the Czsars! Thus 
will it be again, but when it comes again it will reach 
out into the uttermost parts of the world. 


Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the number 
of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore 
and six (v. 18). > 

There are many pictures of this dreadful and ter- 
rible Beast King in the Word of God. Let my read- 
ers meditate prayerfully such passages as Daniel 8: 
23-25 and 11: 36-45. We shall be studying them tc- 
gether when we take up The Great Tribulation. 
Meanwhile, observe that we have in this closing verse 
an exhortation to “count the number of the beast.” 
In Daniel 12: 10, it is written that “the wise shall un- 
derstand”; and here we read, “Let him that hath 
understanuing count the number of the beast.” 

And then it says: “Jt is the number of man.” 
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Not “the number of a man,” as the King James Ver- 
sion gives it, but “the number of man,” or “man’s 
number.” 

But what is man’s number in the Scriptures? 
Those who have understanding tell us that man’s 
number is Six. Under the law, man’s weekly labor 
was limited to six days, for God has so constituted 
man that he must rest after six days, or grow old 
before his time and break down. The seventh is 
God’s day, and Seven is the number of divine com- 
pleteness throughout the Scriptures. 

Man’s number is Six. The Bead King’s number is 
a trinity of sixes—666. 

Through the Beast a? Satan seeks to reproduce 
the works of God. He fails, because, after all, the 
Beast King is “a man, and not God,” though he may 
set his heart as the heart of God, and claim to be 
God (Ezek. 28). The effort of the Trinity of Evil 
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to imitate God’s work results in failure. The register 
is never Seven, but always Sir. 

The number Six was stamped upon the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 3: it was sixty cubits high 
and six cubits broad; and its glory was heralded by 
a great band or orchestra in which six instruments 
are named. It was all of man, and man’s number 
is seen upon it. In the image-worship of the End- 
Time man’s number is fully developed, and the result 
is Six and Six and Six { 

The destiny of the Beast and False Prophet is seen 
in Revelation 19:20 and 20:10. At the second com- 
ing of Christ to judgment they are cast alive into the 
lake of fire. At the end of the Millennium they are 
seen, still there and still alive, when Satan is cast im 
to join them, and there shall the three—the Trinity of 
Evil—“be tormented’ day and night for ever and ever.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 





How a young Y. M. C. A. worker 
does personal work 





hemeneneeens 


Leading 2,000 in War Camps to Christ 


By Howard A. Banks 





a 





Mr. Prescott fishes for men in all waters. 


One would think that at a great religious 


Convention he would hardly think of casting his line, but after one of the meetings of 
the recent World Conference on Christian Fundamentals in Philadelphia, Mr. Pres. 
cott approached a friend, saying that he did not quite know which made him the hap- 
pier — the wonderful messages of the evening, or the fact that he had won the man 


in the next seat for Christ. 


He requests the special prayers of The Sunday School 


Times readers for guidance as to his future work. 


6s P TO four years ago I had never won a 
soul.” Robert D. Prescott, Special Religious 
Work Secretary at Hampton Roads, Va., was 
speaking. He had called at The Sunday School 


Times office, as he was passing through the city, and 
was induced to tell of a remarkable Army and Navy 
experience. “Please do not think I am boasting,” he 
said. “I pray always for humility, and I often quote 
to myself Psalm 118:23, “This is the Lerd’s doing 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.’ 

“This distressed me,” he continued, “for I had a 
definite conviction that I was to be a soul-winner 
and was making it a subject of constant prayer. The 
family altar in our home was my early preparation 
for this work. Later I used to attend the Sunday- 
school class of Joseph Addison Richards, one of The 
Sunday School Times’ contributors, in the First 
Methodist Church at Montclair, N. J., the same church 
to which John R. Mott belongs. I had received 
good training in Bible study, and had belonged to 
spiritual Young Men’s Christian Associations. 

“But I was praying to win souls. I had the first 
answer to this prayer when Billy Sunday came to 
Paterson, N. J. I cannot describe my intense joy as 
I led my own nephew up the sawdust trail. This was 
a year after I had prayed that I might be a soul- 
winner. God gave me five or six other souls during 
that same campaign, and now he has marvelously an- 
swered my prayers in allowing me to lead more than 
two thousand soldiers and sailors to Christ during the 
World War, not to speak of hélping scores of others 
to reconsecrate their lives.” 

Two years ago Mr. Prescott was attending a Per- 
sonal Workers’ Conference held under the auspices 
of the Newark Y. M. C. A., with his desire to be a 
soul-winner uppermost in his mind.” He was listen- 
ing to Mrs. Lois W. Presker, one of the leading 
workers in the Philadelphia Sunday. Breakfast Asso- 
ciation, a mission that wins souls through ministering 
to the material needs of hopeless, wandering men. 
Something in the face of the young man attracted 
her attention. He was surprised to receive a letter 
from her a few days later, for she had inquired his 
name, in which she said: 

“It may seem strange for a stranger to write to 
you, but in an unmistakable way the Holy Spirit 
continually holds you up before me asking me to 
pray for you. I would not be disobedient to the 
heavenly vision, but will leave the results with Him 
who has brought your life to my attention. Probably 
there is some ananswered call to duty or some hid- 
den treasure that you have not dug deep enough to 
discover, and God is using me to bring this to. your 
attention. God has planned for your life, and his 
Ways are not cur ways. Some day he will send a 
disciple to you, and ask ‘Where is my. guest chamber ?” 
If you have given your best to God, and written 
acress the whole area of your life, ‘Owned,’ do not 
take back the gift.” 

This incident led to a friendship between these two 
which has enabled Mr. Prescott to call upon “Mother 
Presker,” as she is called, to hold him up in her re- 
markable prayer life. He has often called her up 
over long distance telephone all the way from Vir- 
ginia to Philadelphia to help him pray through spir- 
itual crises in his work. He takes her message to him 
as God’s unmistakable seal on his call to a life of soul- 
winning. 

He had made a good salary in business, but when 


the war came he was able to go into Army Y: M. C. A, 
work, and, after three weeks at Camp Lee, during 
which time he won seven men to Christ, his service 
was transferred to Hampton Roads, Va., the United 
States naval operating base, on the old site of the 
Jamestown Exposition. One of the lines on the 
calendar on the Secretary’s desk the day he was trans- 
ferred was, “A place awaits you in our ranks.” This 
was not Scripture, but Mr. Prescott took it as a 
cheering message from the Lord. He did personal 
work as opportunity offered while he sold stamps in 
one of the buildings. . 

Soon afterward he was transferred to the main 

Y. M. C. A. building, where the Secretary, with a 
keen insight into his special gift, made him Religious 
Work Director of that building. But later still the 
General Secretary of the camp said to him, “We are 
going to turn you loose to go all over the camp to do 
personal work whenever and wherever you want to 
go.” 
Mr. Prescott is very systematic in his work. He 
has a little book in which he records every decision, 
with the name and home address of the convert. 
During his first month, October, 1918, he had 56 de- 
cisions; in November 83, December 180, in January 
229, and February 347. Since then he has aver- 
aged about twenty a day, although he has had as high 
as forty-two in one day. 

“Of course only God knows about the permanence 
of these decisions,” Mr. Prescott went on, answer- 
ing a question. “I have been able to follow many of 
the boys, although the vast majority of them come 
and go from the camp very quickly. I have had 
‘many radiant decisions, and I’m getting so many let- 
ters from the boys I have dealt with that it is: nuw 
impossible for me to keep up with my correspon- 
dence. I do try to be thorough in dealing with each 
one. I urge them to make a full, complete, uncondi- 
tional surrender of their lives to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, cost what it may. I simply cannot remem- 
ber the number of pipes, packages of cigarettes and 
of cards that have been turned over to me by the 
boys for my bonfires. 

“Let me give you an incident or two of my work. 
I came to a bungalow one day, and found the boys 
gathered around a table playing cards. Asking if 
any of them would like a Testament, I took one out 
of my pack and sitting down beside one wrote his 
name on the fly leaf. Money was piled up on the 
table. I wrote .under his name, ‘For the love of 
money is a root of all evil.’ 

“I went on into a discussion of the improper use 
of money, and then into a Gospel talk. The boys 
listened to me for an hour and a half. The boy to 
whom I gave the Testament gave his heart to the 
Lord. There was no more gambling that evening, 
and I had so many requests for Testaments that I se- 
cured permission to keep the lights burning an hour 
after taps. The result was that there were several 
conversions. 

“A man in the hospital, desperately ill with pneu- 
monia, said to me one day, ‘I want peace.’ told 
him the way to have it was to accept Christ, who 
said, ‘In me ye shall have peace.’ I quoted John 
5:24 to him, and he accepted Christ. After praying, 
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner,’ and ‘Lord, I be- 
lieve, help thou my unbelief,’ he wanted me to read 
him the Ten Commandments. I was sorry that was 
the only Scripture he could think of, but I read them 
































Lesson for 10 
Acts 16:9-15; James 5:19, 20 


to him, and immediately quoted the Twenty-third and 
the oe Psalms, as Scripture that was ap- 
propriate for a dying man. 

“*Tell me my prayers again,’ he said, as I was leav- 
ing, and I wrote them for him. He grew in e 
rapidly as I read to him from day to day until he 
went into his last delirium, in which, I was told, he 
conducted ny sevice, starting out with the 
hymn, ‘Lord, I’m ing Home,’ following it with 

sermon, which the nurses said was remarkable. 

‘wo hours before he died he seemed to have a vis- 
ion of the other world, crying out, ‘See those bgau- 
tiful babies,’ and I believe he was having a fore- 

impse of their angels that do always behold the 

e of our Father which is in Heaven. 

After Willie E. Cooper, of Sowers, Va., had ac- 
cepted Christ, one of the medical officers of the day 
m the Administration Building, called me up at 
twelve o’clock at night —I am often up until one — 
and asked me if I could find some place for Willie’s 
brother, John, to sleep that night. I agreed to do 
so, although I did not much relish that midnight 
walk of a mile to get this boy.. But I led him 
to Christ on that tramp through the dark, and two 
months later I learned that he had contracted. pneu- 
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monia, and was dead. That little talk I had with him 
was John’s last chance to be saved. 

“Ten o'clock at night is a good time to fish for 
men, and I have led about thirty of the men on night 
guard duty to Christ. When it was pouring rain I 
took them hot coffee, which they much appreciated. 
All seasons of day and night, of summer and win- 
ter, are good for a or men. I led one man 
to Christ in an automobile. One boy was on his way 
to deliver an urgent telegram. ‘Oh, I haven’t got 
time,’ he said, and I asked him if he were courting 
a girl how long it would take her to say yes. He saw 
the point and yielded at once. 

“One day I saw that a Syrian boy to whom I had 
oe a Testament was interested. I gathered that 

e could understand Spanish, and I did not rest till 
I found a sailor boy who understood that tongue, 
and through the interpreter the Syrian boy accepted 

rist. ‘God has given me two Christian Scientists, 
and two Jews, the testimony of one of whom is radi- 
ant. His interest in the New Testament is intense.” 

Mr. Prescott’s little notebook now has a record o 
2074 soldiers and sailors whom he has led to the 
Saviour. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Archeology’s Searchlight on the Exodus 
When omnipotent Providence crushed Egypt’s magic and military 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





HE beginning of revelation to Moses was by the 

theophany at the Burning Bush, where God re- 

vealed himself as “the Light of the World.” 
From that point onward in revelation the purpose 
of the Bible is to reveal to us the shining of the 
Light. Everything else in the world’s history that 
is recorded is made secondary to that. 

The education of a child begins with object lessons, 
those of the home and of the kindergarten. The be- 
ginning of God’s- revelation for the education of 
the world for himself was likewise with object les- 
sons. All the wonders in the slave-land of the 
Israelites constituted the most wonderful kindergar- 
fen of object lessons in human history. And the 
training in the wilderness, where in strange provi- 
dences, in typés and in symbols, all things set forth 
were a shadow of “good things to come.” The early 
books of the Bible contain a record of them, the 
life and teachings of our Lord are the fulfilment of 
them, and the Epistle to the Hebrews is the commen- 
fary upon them. But much of the setting of these 
strange providences in Egypt and in the wilderness 
is only made known to us by the testimony that arch- 
eology gives. 

The late Professor Groff, of Cincinnati, introduced 
the modern world, especially the world of modern 
Bible students, to two important personages con- 
mected with the period of the Plagues in Egypt. A 
most dramatic scene was that when Professor Mas- 
pero, Professor Sayce, Brugsch Pasha, and a few 
others, with Professor Groff, were gathered about 
a newly found mummy in the Cairo Museum. After 
various suggestions concerning the name scrawled 
m the undertaker’s hand across the breast of the 
mummy, merely the undertaker’s mark for identi- 
- fication in the mummifying establishment, Professor 
Groff pointed out what was sufficient to prove to 
all that there was before them the mummy of Mer- 
emptah, the Pharaoh of the Exodus. 

rcely less important for the interests of Bible 
students, and perhaps even more romantic, was an- 
other introduction which Professor Groff made. B 
strictly scientific methods and some of the finest wor 
of phonetic comparison, he made the identification of 
eres of 2 Timothy 3:8, as but the final form in 
oman letters of the Egyptian name which we now 
spell also in Roman letters Ha-em-uas. This man 
was a brother, or perhaps an uncle, of Rameses the 
Great, the Pharaoh of the Oppression, at whose court 
Moses grew up. Ha-em-uas’ was the greatest magi- 
cian of Egyptian history, or at least, was so reputed 
among the Egyptians. It was he who with another, 
known to us as Jannes; but unknown among Egyptian 
mames, withstood Moses in the great trial of God’s 
providence with Pharaoh when the magicians were 
forward to compete with the messenger of Je- 
ovah. 

That Moses was told to cast his rod- upon the 
ground that it might become a serpent, and was then 
told to “take it by the tail” that it might become again 
again a rod, seems to us to present two quaint ideas, 
sather grotesque, indeed, and we are indisposed to ex- 
pect anything grotesque in God’s doings and sayings. 
There is always a.reason for anything strange in 
God’s doings, and this case was probably no excep- 
tion. God wished to give Moses conquest over the 
magicians, the devotees of Egyptian gotls. To ac- 
complish this, he taught him to do things which they 
pretended to do. 

Serpents are often seen upon the Egyptian monu- 


ments in form and appearance much like an Irish 
thorn walking-stick, the head turned over to the front 
giving the appearance of the handle to the cane. Tra- 
dition that seems probable tells us that the magicians 
knew how to paralyze serpents by pressure on the 
back of the neck so that the serpent became rigid. 
The magicians then walked about with this serpent 
walking-stick. When they wished to make the peo- 
ple stare they threw these serpents down upon the 
a The pressure being released, they imme- 

iately began to wriggle and presently to crawl 
away. Then the magicians seized them by the back 
of the neck, renewed the pressure that made them 
rigid, and away walked the magicians with the air 
of lords of creation. Moses was told to “take it 
by the tail!” The magicians could not succeed by tak- 
ing it “by the tail.” Thus they were beaten on their own 
ground. Here was demonstrated, in miraculous acts 
of Providence, the reality of the existence of Je- 
hovah, whom Moses represented, and his supremacy 
over the magicians, who represented the gods of 


Fgynt. 
n the description given in poetic language of the 
defeat of Sisera, we are told that the “stars in their 
courses fought against Sisera”; that is, that the 
agp of nature in the raging stoffn were against 
im and aided Israel. So the powers of nature and 
the pests of Egypt fought against Pharaoh in such 
fashion as to reveal the God of nature behind them, 
who directed these strange doings, and to call forth 
very soon the exclamation from the astonished and 
defeated magicians that this is “the finger of God.” 
Every miracle has in it some natural element, some- 
thing that appeals to the senses or the consciousness, 
else we would nat know of the miracle at all. In accord 
with this, the plagues of Egypt, each of which embodied 
some natural element or elements, all together go the 
complete round of seasons, of the remarkable events 
and natural pests of Egypt, and that in the exact 
order in which these occur in nature. Some of these 
natural events and pests are always in Egypt at every 
round of the seasons, as the “frogs,” the “lice” or 
various “pinching” insects, and the “flies”; some oc- 
cur frequently, as the “murrain” and the “boils,” the. 
“locusts” and the “khamsin,” or “darkness that can 
be felt,” and others are very seldom experienced, 
yet do occur. - 
An Egyptian who had grown to manhood near the 
river told me that he had never seen the “red,” or 
“blood” Nile, yet at times it does become as “blood,” 
the fish die, and the only recourse of the people 
for drinking water is to dig wells, as it was with 
the Payetans in the day of that dreadful visitation. 
One who had lived fourteen years in Egypt told me 
that he had never seen a real thunderstorm in that 
land, yet I, in Egypt but a few weeks at that time, 
had a few days before witnessed a typical thunder- 
storm. “Hail” is also rare, so rare as to cause the 
greatest amazement and suffering. Yet I have ex- 
perienced, at Luxor, in upper Egypt, a hailstorm in 
which I suffered more from the cold than I have ever 
suffered from the cold anywhere else at any time. 
And the “pestilence” ofttimes has ravaged Egypt, 
when there was no special judgment of God made 
known in connection with it, taking the “first-born,” 
i. €., the strongest and best, and culminating in one 
dreadful night. 
_ God, when his power, and, indeed, his very ex- 
istence, were challenged, made use of these things 
of nature in that land with miraculous elements of 
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timing; intensified them to a point beyond endurance, 
miraculous elements of power; caused them to come 
and go at times announced beforehand, miraculous 
elements of knowledge; made them discriminate be- 
tween his own people and the Egyptians, and even 
between Egyptians who obeyed his directions and those 
who did not, thus revealing a moral purpose, without 
which no seeming miracle is ever an evidence of the 
“ ~ gl of God.” 

o wonder the magicians’ were ready to admit 
long before the miracles were finished that here 
was the “finger of God.” A second time, and more 
marvelously, God had proved that he is, and that he 
is sovereign over nature and its workings. 

All the time that God was revealing his power and 
his wisdom and his goodness in his conquest over 
the magicians and the elements of nature, he was also 
revealing his absolute supremacy over the gods of 
Egypt, as a study and comparison of the plagues with 
the Egyptian pantheon shows. It may be true in 
a very broad sense that every plague, as has some- 
times been said, rebuked the Egyptian belief in some 
god or other, but it is not quite true specifically. Not 
all the agents or agencies of the plagues were real 
gods of Egypt. Careful reading of the brief chap- 
ter on the gods of Egypt in Professor W. Max 
Miiller’s Mythology of Ancient Egypt, Vol. XII of 
the Mythology of all Races, will make clear to any 
one that it is a mistake to say that each plague was 
a rebuke of some particuiar god. But the plagues 
in general struck at the Nile and the sun and the 
Pharaoh, three representations, or personifications, 
of deity most potent in their hold upon popular be- 
liefs concerning the powers that control this world. 
Some of the plagues, as that of the “frogs,” were 
connected with some of the local gods or demons, as 
Heat, whom the frog represented, but this mighty 
conflict, with-the Nile turned to “blood,” with the 
sun blotted out by “darkness” and the Pharaoh hum- 
bled like the meanest of his people, revealed in won- 
ders that the Almighty Jehovah is supreme in author- 
ity and power, and able to make complete conquest 
| those thought to be the great gods of Egypt. 

God’s revelation of his being, his power, his knowl- 
edge, his goodness, and now at last his mercy, seemed 
complete, as Israel went out of Egypt that deepest 
night of Egypt’s sorrow. Yet there was still the 
greatest power of Egypt, her military power, which 
claimed the immediate supervision of the greatest of- 
the gods, which yet remained and was not yet hum- 
bled. In the contest with this power Jehovah would 
yet prove himself supreme and sovereign over all. 
The “heavy artillery” of Egypt was the Chariot Corps. 
They were all called out, led by the six hundred 
chosen chariots of Pharaoh. 

Three ways to the Promised Land opened before 
the Israelites. The direct and near way was the way 
of the land of the Philistines. But the poorly or- 
ganized Israelites would be too severely tried to 
meet at once the most famous soldiers of the age, the 
Philistines. Another way lay directly through the 
wilderness to Beersheba, but it is an exceedingly dry 
and difficult way. The third way was the old cara- 
van route by way of Sinai and the springs. 

The Lord led them by this latter way. To that 
end he told them to turn about in the wilderness, 
that is, turn about from the way toward Canaan by 
the land of the Philistines, and go down south on the 
west side of the branch of the Red Sea now known 
as the Gulf of. Suez. There the mountain range now 
called Ras Attaka comes down to the sea, and they 
could not pass it. The desert lies on the right, and 
they could not cross it, and if they could, they would 
be back in the land of bondage again. The sea was 
on the left, and Moses lay on his face and cried out 
to God before it, while down behind them from the 
north came the chosen chariots and all the chariots 
of Pharaoh and his horsemen. These gathered to- 
gether for Egypt, but Providence led them into the 
sea in the darkness, where wind and tide did the 
bidding of Jehovah, and in one last terrific struggle 
the flower of the Egyptian military power perished, 
and Jehovah showed to all the world, to all time, his 
conquest over the greatest powers of men which 
up to that time fhe world had developed, demon- 
strated that even winds and waves do his bidding, 
and that the greatest gods of the heathen were noth- 
ing in his sight. 

To all time, God’s being and his attributes in order, 
his supremacy over all nature and all the gods was 
proved; as he said to Pharaoh: “That all the world 
may know that I am God.” This is the beginning of 
Revelation through Providence and attested by the 
sidelights which archeology is able to throw upon it. 
The carrying on of that revelation for the guidance 
of life, the way of approach unto God, and all the 
symbols and ceremonies which set forth Him as the 
“Light of the world,” must wait until another time. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


When a keen-eyed Arabic scholar has journeyed 
over the Desert of the Exodus until he knows it, you 
welcome a book by him,—such as Dr. Hoskins’ “From 
the Nile to Nebo,” with its eighty-five illustrations. 
Will you ask your bookseller? Or send $3.00 to The 
Sunday School Times Company? 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 10. WINNING OTHERS TO CHRIST 


Acts 16: 9-15; James 5 : 19, 20 


Golden Text.—Ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.—Acts 1 : 8 





T he Lesson Pilot 


Getting Started in Class 
HERE are fine possibilities in this lesson for 
utilizing the law of impression. Dr. Ellis un- 
doubtedly has the ideal suggestion for getting 
started in class. Impress vividly upon the class how 
the Gospel first went to Europe from that little 
riverside prayer-meeting in which four early mis- 
sionaries spoke to a small handful of praying women. 
Out of it issued the marvelous testimony of the 
martvrs, the Reformation, the settling of a new world 
in the West by men and women who determined that 
the foundation stone of their new home should be 
freedom of conscience to worship God according to 
Paul’s Gospel. Mr. Ridgway’s strong opening sen- 
tences will help draw the picture (Mr. Ridgway, 1). 
Who is asking for help? The country of Philip of 
Macedon and Alexander the Great, two of the world’s 
* greatest men of power. What greater power than 
*hilip’s can be taken to Philippi? Christ's Gospel is 
a greater power. “I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). Ask the 
class how they would paint a picture of that riverside 
scene. It is one well worth the touch of the greatest 
artist’s brush, . 


Our Background Material 


Then stamp another impression, as Dr. Ellis sug- 
gests in his second paragraph, and that is that God 
may use every member of the class in the same power- 
ful way that he used Paul and his companions. No 
one ever forgets the earnestness of a_ real soul- 
winner. President Wilson describes graphically his 
first impression of Mr. Moody, when the evangelist 
came into a barber shop where Mr. Wilson, then a 
college professor, was sitting. He declares that 
when Mr. Moody began to talk to the barber about 
his soul, every person in that shop realized that a 
tremendous personality had entered the room. The 
article entitled “Leading Two Thousand Soldiers to 
Christ,” on page of this issue, showing how 
God blesse:l the earnestness of a young Y. M. C. A. 
worker during the World War, indicates the possibil- 
ities that most Christians are neglecting in the way 
of personal work. The editorial, “Getting Telegrams 





from God,” emphasizes the importance of obeying. 


the Spirit’s conymands. 

Tell the class how to do personal work. A help- 
ful tool that might be mentioned is “The Worker’s 
Testament,” prepared by the late Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man and Mr. Ralph C. Norton, now of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, but formerly in charge of personal 
work in Dr. Chapman’s evangelistic campaigns. 
To help personal workers who do not know the ap- 
propriate Scripture passages by heart with which to 
answer the various questions of unsaved persons 
dealt with, this Testament has a few fly-leaves on 
which may be found “Some Things Which Every 
Unsaved Person Should Know,” and “How to Meet 
Objections.” (The Testament may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., at 60 cents, cloth; $1.25, 
black leather ; and $1.75, pigskin.) 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Are we being led as definitely and unmistakably 
in our Christian service as Paul? Notice how Paul 
had suffered two checks in his efforts to preach 
(Acts 16:6, 7), so that he was in an attitude of 
waiting for further directions when this vision came 
to him of the beckoning man in Macedonia. In his 
book, “The Acts of the Holy Spirit” (Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York, 75 cents), Dr. Arthur 
T. Pierson says: 

“Many a time in history have supernatural restraint 
and constraint changed the course of God’s servants. 
Livingstone essayed to go into China, but God suf- 
fered him not, and sent him to Africa to be its mis- 
sionary general, statesman, explorer. Before him, 
Carey planned to go to the Great Polynesia in the 
South Seas, but God guided him to India to lay foun- 
dations for giving a vernacular Bible to one-sixth 
of the people of the world. Judson did go to India, 
but was driven to Burmah, where he built -up an 
apostolic church for all the age. Barnabas Shaw 
was thrust out from Boerland, and trusted to God’s 
guidance of his kine and cart, not knowing whither 
he went, until the twenty-eighth day brought to him 
the chief of Namaqualand, his ‘man of Macedonia,’ 
who literally said, ‘Come over and help us.’” 

Let us keep sensitive eye and ear for God’s re- 
straint as well as his constraint, but let us never 
make the mistake of thinking our restraints are like 





iti Material for Teachers: Luke 19: 1-10; John 3 : 1-16 ; 
? 4: 27-38, Acts 20: 17-21 ; 28 : 30, 31. 
Primary opic: Helping Others to how Jesus. 
son Material : Acts 16 : 9-15. 
Memory Verse : Ye shall be my witnesses. Acts 1 : 8. 


unior Topic : Telling Our Friends About Jeous. 
’ Lesson Material ; John 1 : 40-46 ; Acts 16 : 9-15. 
bs od Ne ay : John 1; 41. 
Intermediate ic : Witnessing for Christ. 
Senior and Adult Topic: . Personal Evangelism the Duty and 
Privilege of all Christians. 
Additional Material : Dan. 12 : 2, 3 ; John 3 : 1-16 ; 4 : 4-42; 
9 : 35-38; Acts 20 : 17°27 ; 1 Cor. 9 : 20-22 ; Philemon 10-14. 











9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was 
a man of Macedonia standing, beseeching him, and: saying, 
Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 10 And when he 
had seen the vision, straightway we sought to go forth 
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
Ipreach the gospel unto them. 

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight 
course to Samothrace, and the day following to Neapolis; 
12 and from thence to Philippi, which is a city of Mace- 
donia, the first of the district, a Roman colony: and we 
were in this city tarrying certain days. 13 And on the 
sabbath day we went forth without the gate by a river 
side, 2where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down, and spake unto the women that were come 
together. 14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller 
of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that worshipped God, 
heard us: whose heart the Lord opened to give heed unto 
the things which were spoken by Paul. 15 And when 
she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, say- 
ing, If ye have judged me to be faithful te the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 


19 My brethren, if any among you err from the truth, 
and one convert him; 20 %let him know, that he who con- 


verteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul © 


from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins. 
1Gr. bring the good tidings. See ch. 5.43. *Many 
authorities read where was wont to be, etc. *Some an- 
cient authorities read know ye. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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that of the soldier of the American Civil War spoken 
of in the Illustration Round-Table (2). 

Somebody has suggested that “the man of Macedo- 
nia” was a woman (Acts 16:16; Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
1,2). It is also suggested that he might have been the 
Philippian jailor. Mr. Rogers’ class of boys do not 
think he was either one of these persons, and their 
suggestion as to his identity is interesting (Mr. 
Rogers, 1). 

Just as soon as he realized the call, Paul acted. 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1, and Illustration Round- 
Table, 1.) How Paul and his party reached the man 
of Macedonia is told the young folks by Mrs. Bryner 
(1) and Mr. Rogers (2). 

How simply the Gospel got its start in Europe! 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 2.) Paul did not use the 
billboards of Philippi to advertise for a crowd, and 
he did not preach sociology or lecture on the great 
poets of Greece. The simple Gospel was God’s real 
message for the world then, and the World War 
has not altered the need for it just as Paul preached 
it. 

What is a witness? Witnessing is the highest 
duty of every Christian in this dispensation. Just 
what is expected of a witness in a courtroom is ana- 
lyzed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 6). See also the 
Illustration Round-Table (3 and 4). It is well 
enough, too, to know what a witness is not (Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas, III, 5). . 

God set his seal on Paul’s obedience to the vision 
with immediate blessing in the conversion of Lydia 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3). A wirsome life helps 
in winning souls. Paul was that kind of soul-win- 
ner. There ought to be a great appeal in Lydia’s 
story to a class of girls, and Mrs. Askew, realizing 
this, illustrates with the story of a young minister 
who is Paul-like. 

There is no evidence that Paul was annoyed be- 
cause of the slimness of his crowd. Is the size of 
your congregation, or your prayer-meeting, or your 
Sunday-school, or your class causing you worry? Are 
you scolding because the attendance is not better? 
Trust God to give you such a message and such super- 
natural empowerment of the Spirit to deliver it that 
the crowds will not be able to remain away (Mr. 
Rogers, 3 and 4). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


Personal evangelism is so plainly God’s pioneer 
method of propagating the Good News that we ought 
to move forward in individual soul-winning with con- 
fident boldness bécause of his especial use of that plan. 
And we should do so in a faith that does not stagger 
at supposed batriers, for if we are really getting 
God’s visions for us, and heeding his calls, we may 
have the confidence that he is timing events, and doing 
a work in preparation in those with whom we are to 
deal (Eph. 2:10). He will open the hearts of those 


whom he foreknows will accept the message (Acts 
16,14). And all the while we have “the great as- 
surance” as Dr. Griffith Thomas calls it (I, 4), of the 
lesson passage from the book of James. 


Teaching Points 

It is a dangerous thing to disobey visions from 
God. If we act on our light, it becomes clearer and 
clearer, and if we turn away from it, it grows dim- 
mer and dimmer, until we grope in darkness. 

Common sense goes along with supernatural guid- 
ance. Paul’s vision told him to go to Macedonia; 
common sense tdld him to go to the great commercial 
and political center of the country. . 

“Seek, and ye shall find.” Lydia was seeking for 
God, and he rewarded the search by granting her the 
privilege of being the first, European convert of 
the great apostle to the Gentiles (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 2). 

Is the purple market above par, and yet you do 
not have a prophet’s chamber in your house? It 
means a good deal for you and your children — the 
Lydia brand of hospitality. Christian hospitality 
“constrains” (2 Kings 4:8; Acts 16:15). 

The vital importance of soul saving is illustrated 
by Mr. Howard in the Platform. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Is there a vision that you are neglecting of a 
friend who should be spoken to about his soul? 


How does God guide us in our Christian service, 
and what particular method of his guidance is em- 
phasized in this lesson? 


Was the Great Commission entrusted to the 
Apostles alone? (The Prophecy in This Lesson.) 


Who were the four men that sat down by the 
riverside and spoke to the women in their prayer 
tryst? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 2.) 


Whose sins are covered, when a Christian leads 
a sinner to Christ? 


Why is handpicked fruit the best (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, III, 7 and 8.) 


What were the steps in Lydia’s conversion? 


What is one of the greatest handicaps to wit- 
ness-bearing? (Mr. Pace’s Lesson Cartoon.) 


ws 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Law or Impression.—Every experience 
makes an impression that tends to persist. 











HE impression made upon Paul by his vision, 

especially after being hindered by the Holy Spirit 
from going in other directions, was such that he 
immediately endeavored to go with the Gospel into 
Macedonia. The nature and strength of the im- 
pression always tend to measure both the urgency 
and the strength of the response. Much of the 
usefulness of a lesson like the one before us will 
depend upon the impression that is made in the 
teaching of it. If it is taught merely as an incident 
in the life of Paul or,of the early Church it will prob- 
ably make small impression, and have small effect. 
If, however, it is shown that because of this vision 
the Gospel was brought into Europe, and that all the 
possibilities of our Christian homes in this far-off 
time in distant America were involved in this Mace- 
donian call, then an impression may be made that 
will never fade. 

Again, if the lesson is taught as an illustration of 
an activity, not intended to be limited to the aposties 
of the Lord or to the early days of the Church, but 
ene that is commanded to the Church throughout 
its history, then this lesson on preaching the Gospel 
and winning others to Christ will come with still 
stronger appeal and leave a more lasting impression 
upon the class. 

It will be well to remember that no teacher .can 
teach this lesson except as an abstract proposition or 


‘as a historical incident, unless he himself is inter- 


ested in the souls of men, “in Jerusalem” as well as 
“unto the uttermost part of the earth.” The teacher 
misses a great opportunity to impress the lesson of 
soul-winning who is indifferent to the spiritual need 
of his own class, no matter how much he may be 
interested in- missions, or how well he may instruct 
his class in the lesson hour. 


HuntTInocpon, Pa. 











Lesson for August 1¢ 
Acts 16:9-15; James 5:19, 20 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





and therefore of every member of it, is ex- 
tension, the duty of winning men to Christ nat- 
urally is prominent and important. 
Books.—Among the many books now available on 
this subject, reference may be made to three: “Indi- 
vidual Work for Individuals,” by Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull (Association Press, New York City, 60 cents, 
net) ; “Taking Men Alive,” by C. G. Trumbull (As- 
sociation Press, 50 cents, net); “Method in Soul- 
Winning,” by Dr. H. C. Mabie (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, 75 cents, net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 
The main illustration of winning others is + 
riately taken from the earliest work of Paul in 
San on his second missionary journey. Atten- 
tion must be limited to the one idea of the work of 
winning souls. 

The Divine Call (vs. 9, 10). In the vision which 
Paul saw he recognized the need of work in Mace- 
donia, and the recognition of this destituticn led to 
the conviction that this was the will of God for 
him, and at once he and his companions sought to 
go forth into Europe, feeling sure that it was God’s 
will for him to preach the Gospel there, especially 
ch ie been checked twice in other places (vs. 6. 7). 
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A: THE first work of the Christian Church, 


The Human Response (vs. 11-13). With prompti- 
tude they journeyed to the most important city, 
Philippi, and at the first opportunity they began the 
work of witnessing to Christ. It is curious that, 
though the vision was that of a man, the first evan- 
gelistic work was done among women (v. 13). There 
was a beautiful simplicity in both the message and 
the method. Four men sat down by the riverside 
and spoke to the women that had assembled at the 
place of prayer. This is the true wy of winning 
others to Christ, by telling them frankly and simply 
what Christ is and can be to the soul. (2) 


The Immediate Blessing (vs. 14, 15). The first 
convert was a woman named Lydia, and we notice 
the three stages in her spiritual experience: £7 
conviction of need; (2) conversion to Christ; (3 
constraint of Paul and his companions to stay with 
her as a proof that they regarded her conversion as 
genuine. Thus, in a very ordinary, quiet way the 
work of winning people in Europe began. Next year 
the coming of the “Mayflower” will be celebrated, 
though this was nothing compared with the event 
of these four men going from Troas over to Europe 
and taking with them the seeds of that life which has 
‘ the making both of Europe and America to-day. 
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The Great Assurance (James 5:19, 20). Those 
who are used of God to lead people into the light 
are here assured of the wonderful results, including 
reclamation from wandering into error, redemption 
from spiritual death, and the covering or hiding of 
a multitude of sins through the mercy and grace of 
God. All this shows that the work of winning others 
to Christ is in every sense worth while. (4) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Luke 19:1-10; Johtw 3:1-16; John 4;27-38; Acts 20: 
17-21; Acts 28:30, 31. : 

1. Luke 19: 1-10. The story of Christ winning Zac- 
cheus. (1) Seeking Jesus; ©) called Jesus ; @) 
wo tg esus; (4) confessing Jesus; (5) saved by 
esys. 

2. John 3:1-16. Christ winning Nicodemus. Each 
point of the conversation should be carefully noted. 
(1) The man (vs. 1, 2): who and what he was; what 
he did and said. (2) The Master (v. 3): apparent 
abruptness with emphasis on the need of life rather 
than knowledge. (3) The man (v. 4): the argument 
of impossibility of such a change. (4) The Master 
(vs. 5:8): a fuller account of the new birth and 
emphasis on its necessity. (5) The man (v. 9g): still 
unconvinced and wanting to reason. (6) The Master 
(vs. 10-16): after a rebuke for lack of spiritual in- 
sight, so strange in such a man, Christ revealed the 
truth of God seeking man and sending his Son to die 
in order that men might be born again. We know 
that, although the time was long and the process very 
slow, Nicodemus was really won to discipleship (7: 
50; 19: 39). 

3. John 4:27-38. The*closing part of Christ’s in- 
terview with the woman of Samaria, showing how 
she, too, was won. (1) The woman (vs. 27-29), go- 
ing at once to tell of the new-found Saviour; &) 
the disciples (vs. 30, 31), surprised at their Master 
speaking with the woman and inviting him to par- 
take of the food they had brought; (3) The Master 
(vs. 32-38), reminding the disciples of the spiritual 
food he was enjoying and the necessity and impor- 
tance of the work so abundant before them. 
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4. Acts 20:17-21. The methods of Paul. fr} 
Humbleness; (2) earnestness; (3) fearlessness; (4 
resourcefulness; (5) thoroughness. 

5. Acts 28: 30, 31. Paul in prison, still doing his 
Master’s work, welcoming all who came, aie aes | 
and teaching the Christian message and showing a 
boldness. 

lll. Fhe Graded Topics 
1. Intermediate Topic: Witnessing for Christ. The 


‘Golden Text indicates the duty and privilege of 


every believer. The men were already disciples, learners 
in their Master’s school, but now they were to be 
witnesses, their definite work being to bear testi- 
mony to their Lord. They were not to be the- 
ologians, or philosophers, or leaders, but witnesses, 
and whatever else they might become everything was 
to be ‘subordinated to the work of personal testi- 
mony. They were to call attention to what oy 
knew of him and to tell his message to mankind. 
This special class of people, disciples who are also 
witnesses, is not only very prominent in the Book of 
Acts, but was intended to be equally prominent all 
through the Christian ages. The key to their life 
is found in the words of Peter: “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have have seen and heard” 
(4:20). (5) 

A witness in a court of law must have three qual- 
ifications, and the same is true of those who wish 
to bear testimony to Christ. (1) Personal knowledge. 
Hearsay evidence is never accepted and a true wit- 
ness for Christ will always speak out of his own 
spiritual experience. (2) Perfect frankness. A wit- 
ness must declare “the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth,” and our testimony for Christ 
must be equally frank and candid, telling, on the 
one hand, of the blessings to be obtained in him, and, 
on the other hand, the alternatives, if men will not 
accept him. (3) Absolute disinterestedness. A wit- 
ness in court must have no mere selfish ends to 
serve, or his testimony will be discredited. In the 
s6ame way a true witness for Christ will be unselfish, 
self-sacrificing, with the one desire to glorify his 


Master and win souls. (6) 


2. Senior and Adult Topic: Personal Evangelism 
the Duty and Privilege of all Christians. (Additional 
Material: Daniel 12:2, 3; John 3: 1-16; 4: 4-42; 9: 
35-38; Acts 20: 17-21; 1 Corinthians 9:20:22; Phile- 
mon 10-14. 

It is often said that hand-picked fruit is the best. 
It is possible to shake trees and bring down large 
quantities of fruit, but this may involve the bruising 
of it, while picking by hand, though slower, is likely 
to produce more satisfactory results. In the same 
way, while preaching sermons and dealing with crowds 
may and often does result in blessing, personal evan- 
gelism is often more effective and lasting. We can 
see that this is the duty and privilege of all who fol- 
low Christ by observing carefully the following: (1) 
The interviews of Christ with individuals. See es- 
pecially John 1, 3, 4, 5, and.g. There are few points 
in the Gospels more interesting and important than 
these personal conversations of Christ with men and 
women, as he endeavored to win them to himself. (2) 
The work of Paul. All through his life, while he 
preached to large gatherings and wrote Epistles, he 
did not fail to do personal work (Acts 20:17-21; 1 
Cor. 9: 20-22; Philemon, vs. 10-14). (7) 

This is work which, as it ought to be done, can 
be done by all, because of its simplicity. We never 
know the full extent of the influence of our testi- 
mony for Christ. A man gave a tract to a young per- 
son named Richard Baxter, who became a minister 
and wrote “The Saints’ Everlasting Rest.” This was 
read and blessed to Philip Doddridge, who, in turn, 
became a minister and wrote “The Rise and Prog- 
ress of Religion in the Soul.” This book came into 
the hands of William Wilberforce, well-known in 
England for the freeing, of slaves, who was blessed 
by it and wrote “The Practical View of Chris- 
tianity.” This was seen by a clergyman, Rev. Legh 
Richmond, who derived spiritual benefit from it and 
wrote “The Dairyman’s Daughter,” which fell into 
the hands of a young Scottish clergyman, Thomas 
Chalmers, and was instrumental in giving him spir- 
itual light and blessing. Chalmers became one of 
the greatest men ever known in Scotland. “None of 
us liveth to himself.” (8) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


Every one who desires to win others for Christ 
should have a definite aim and an equally definite 
spiritual attitude. 


1. The Aim. The story of Christ and the woman 
of Samaria shows how Christ took four steps to 
win her to himself. (1) He first attracted her heart; 
(2) then he .instructed her mind; (3) then he im- 
pressed her conscience; (4) then he revealed him- 
self to her soul. Thus there was a fourfold revela- 
tion: of love, of truth, of sin, of grace. Similar in- 
stances can be found in various parts of the New 
Testament, for the Gospel invariably makes its ap- 
pealto heart, mind, conscience, and will. In connec- 
tion with the resurrection this can be seen. Christ 
revealed himself to Mary (heart) ; to the two on the 
way to Emmaus (mind); to Peter (conscience) ; to 
Thomas (will). 
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2. The Attitude. The story of Philip and the 
Ethiopian is the first instance of individual dealing 
with souls found in Acts, and is an interesting con- 
trast with the preaching of Philip to the gatherings 
in Samaria. As we study Philip, we notice the re- 
quirements for individual dealing. (1) There must 
be fellowship with the Spirit. Philip was quick to 
receive and respond to the Divine direction to leave 
Samaria. (2) There must be faithfulness to the Spirit. 
He trusted and at once obeyed. (3) There must be 
fearlessness in the Spirit. He spoke to the man and 
asked him frankly about his spiritual state. (4) There 
must be forcefulness through the Spirit in present- 
ing from Scripture the truth about Christ and lead- 
ing up to a definite decision for him. 

Thus, winning others to Christ is a reminder of 
the work of Anna: “She spake of him” (Luke 2: 
38) ; and of the work of Andrew: “He brought him 
unto Jesus” (John 1: 42). 


V. Leading Questions 


In what precise ways can a Christian witness for 
Christ? 


In what respects may personal work be considered 
superior to public preaching and teaching? 
_ What is the one point to which all these methods 
in Christ’s life converge? 


_What is the meaning of “cover a multitude of 
‘sins’? Whose sins? 

Show that the Church commenced by individual 
work for individuals (John 1: 29-31). 


Distinguish between these words found in Acts: 
preaching, teaching, witnessing, reasoning, alleging, 
persuading. 


Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


Ta prophecy in this lesson is found in the 
Golden Text, “Ye shall be my witnesses.” Who 
shall be thy witnesses, Lord? The Apostles, answers 
Luke (Acts 1:2, 8); the Eleven, say two of the Syn- 
optists, Mark (16:14) and Luke (24:33). But only 
Apostles, only the Eleven? No, the disciples, says 
Matthew (28:16); and Dr. W. B. Riley in the ad- 
dress on the Great Commission that closed the World 
Conference on Christian Fundamentals in Philadel- 
phia said he believed the Holy Spirit chose the word 
“disciples” with deliberate intent for Matthew’s pen, 
because it was a representative word, a word which 
could not be confined to Apostles, whose office was 
to pass away with them. But the Great Commission 
has passed on down the long line that has already 
Stretched through nearly twenty centuries of dis- 
ciples, apostles, Church fathers, martyrs, reformers, 
missionaries, ministers, and just plain lay workers. 
Are we in that prophesied line? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ie 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Brains and Religion.—Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us (v. 9). Across the Atgean sea stood 
Greece with her culture, her literature, her art — 
and her sin. Across the Adriatic stood Rome with 
her power, her law, her order —and Ler sin. Across 
the Alps stood Gaul with her youth, her vigor, her 
courage —and her sin. Here in our lesson, facing 
Greek, Roman, and Barbarian was one lone little 
_ with his hand to his ear hearing a cry for help. 
t was the cry of the ages. This lone man had 
but two things to lift a sinking world. Brains and 
Religion. With these two a fair world was to be 
saved and “bound by gold chains about the feet of 
God.” And not only was a world to be lifted heaven- 
ward but a world was to be made free for democ- 
racy. Human nature is such refractory stuff to 
handle that the process has taken centuries and the 
cauldron still boils. As I write we can see the start 
in Europe for the Golden City. Macedonian visions 
still come to folks in these days, but there is no use 
of going into “Europe” unless Brains and Religion 
go hand in hand in some Paul. As the late Presi- 
dent Hill, of the Great Northern, told the Y. M. C. A. 
folks, “We have tried educational classes, music, 
recreation, sociability, entertainments, and all the 
others things to elevate our men, and they worked 
out failures. If now you want to put in Religion I 
am interested and you can go ahead.” Uncle Sam put 
up the Macedonian cry when the war broke out and 
the Y. M. C. A. was the Paul that heard. The Red 
Triangle marks every camp and firing line. And ag 
I write we Y. M. C. A. officials are combing the land 
for Brains and Religion with which to man these 
places of tremendous opportunity (1 Tim. 1:5-7; 
Rom. 10: 1-3). (1) 

Two Leaders!—A certain woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple (v. 14). A thief leads the Christian 
hosts of the world into the Kingdom of Heaven 
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Luke 23:43). A woman heads the 

uropean Christian army. Two things 
never.to forget. A self-confessed thief 
and “bad one.” A lone business woman, 
mark you, Tillie Typist and Sallie Sales- 
lady. I'll bet she kept “Bachelor’s Hall.” 
From that day to this, women have been 
a power in the Christian church. What 
would the prayer-meetings up at your 
church amount to if the women were 
“too tired to get out”? What would be- 
come of your Sunday-school if the 
women teachers should go on a strike? 
If the men should “walk out” you'd just 
laugh and fill their places with women 
in five minutes? Well, I should. Why 
was Lydia so instantly responsive to this 
new religion, this startling good news? 
Her business tentang taug t her how to 
balance values rightly. There is not so 
much difference between material and 
spiritual values as some folks think. The 
good judge of a “hoss” is usually a 
good judge of character. In other words, 
as Uncle Billy says, “A smart business 
man for woman] knows a geet thing 
when he sees it.” Lydia and her friends 
were living up to such religion as they 
had. Unlike those other  religionists, 
who persecuted Paul, she was mo 
best with her old tallow dip. hen 
Paul handed Lydia the big Tungsten 
bottle she reveled in the light of it, just 
as your grandmother would have. done 
after her littie old light had been re- 
placed with the electricity. We do not 
read that any of the “devout Jews” who 
had it' in for Paul held prayer-meetings 
anywhere. Religion knockers never do, 
they take it all out in the argue and 
the hammer (Acts 14: 19). 


Tight Up Against it!—When she was 
baptized, and her household, . . . she 
constrained us (v. 15). I have always 
liked that word “constrain.” I can shut 
my eyes and see Mistress Lydia telling 
Paul to make himself at home and hust- 
ling that “household” around to make 
him and Silas comfortable. Have you 
ever had a lone woman householder 
“constrain” you? Well, then, you know! 
There is as much difference in the way of 
being entertained as in the way of shak- 
ing hands. There is pumphandle hos- 
pitality just as there is wooden hand- 
shaking. I like the constrain brand of 
“please stay for dinner,” don’t you? 
Lydia’s heart went right out to the man 
who had led her into the Kingdom. I 
felt that way toward Dr. James Rob- 
erts, under whose minist I got to 
Bethel, and to Major Whittle, who took 
me on to Jabbok. This metaphor will 
be all “Dutch” to you until I tell you 
my real name is “jacob” | (Gen. 28:12 
to 32:28). One of the delights in being 
instrumental in leading men to Jesus is 
their love ever afterward. Without a 
doubt the best loved man in the United 
States to-day is Billy Sunday. Homes 
great and small would welcome him with 
a constraining joy any time. When Major 
Whittle returned to Coatesville a year 
after his successful evangelistic services 
the whole town poured out to meet him 
so spontaneously that the dear old Major 
was “clear upset.” There were two 
thousand beds and -boards ready and 
glad to “constrain” him had there been 
a chance. That’s religion for you, pro- 
fessor. (2) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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| The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of ghe date of the lesson. If coming later 
the» "may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of ptan than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words. 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Which?—Corncluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel unto them 
(Acts 16:10). “We [Christians] are 
either Bibles or libels."—From F. B. 
Meyer. Quoted by Dr. J. W. Weddell 











in The Sunday School Times. Will the 
reader who sent this illustration please 
oa pa d name and address to the Edi- 
tor 


What It Cost Her.—We sought to go 
forth into Macedonia; concluding that 
God had called us to preach the ponper 
me them (v. 10). An Indian woman lay 
ill in a hospital. She had learned there 
to know Christ. One day she asked how 
long she had to live. “About three 
months,” they said, “if you stay here 
where we can alleviate your pain.” “And 
if I go home?” “Two or three weeks, 
and you will suffer much.”’ “But,” she 
said, “I shall go and tell the people in 
my village of Jesus.” And she did, 
choosing to die in great suffering that 
she might save some.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Lei- 
cester, Eng. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (1) 


Why He Couldn’t Go.—God had called 
us to preach the gospel (v. 10). It is 
said that a soldier who enlisted in the 
American Civil War took along his kit 
of watchmaker’s tools, and while the 
were in camp he did considerable busi- 
ness. But one day when the order came 
to strike tents and prepare for battle, 
he looked around his tent in dismay, and 
exclaimed, “Why, I can’t possibly go, 
for I have twelve watches to repair, 
which I have promised by Saturday 
night.” The man had forgotten what 
he had enlisted for. The soldiers of 
the King of kings sometimes seem to 
forget what they enlisted for.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J, A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. (2) 


Moonshine.—Ye shall be my witnesses 
(Golden Text). Some one said to a 
young Christian: “Converted! it is all 
moonshine!” Said he: “I thank you for 
the illustration; the moon borrows its 
light from the sun; and we borrow ours 
from the Sun of Righteousness.”—From 
“The Way to God,’ by D. L. Moody. 
Sone by W. G. Irving, Westmount, P. Q., 

an. 


What Settled It.—Ye shall be my 
witnesses (Golden Text). A brick manu- 
facturer in America, who is a very sub- 
stantial man, advertised for a boy. A 
boy appeared, and he was running over 
with questions. “How much wages do 
you pay?” was the first. question. “Five 
dollars a week and board,” was the reply. 
“What kind of board?” said the sharp 
applicant for a position. “Well,” said 
the corpulent and good natured manu- 
facturer, “I eat it.” “Give me the job,” 
said the boy, with a smiling glance at his 
prospective employer. The brick manu- 
facturer was a good advertisement of 
the food that he gave his workmen. If 
you and I should ask some one to be- 
come a Christian, would he look at the 
Gospel’s results in our lives and say, “I 
want it”’?—From the Sunday-School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (3) 


Don’t You Think I'd Better ?—And ye 
shall be my witnesses (Golden Text). 
“Hadn’t I better tell sister about Jesus?” 
abruptly asked a boy of ten of a guest 
in the home. The sister, some years 
pomrere, lay on the bed asleep, and the 

y had -been telling of his admiration 
for her. The guest inquired why he 
should tell his sister, and this was the 
boy’s reply: “Father never told me, 
mother didn’t, teacher never said ariy- 
thing, and I wouldn’t have given my 
heart to Jesus but for the story you told 
in the Sunday-school that day. Maybe 
nobody will tell sister; don’t you think 
I'd better?”—From Alice Miriam Gam- 
lin in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Fred S. Shepard, Toronto, Can. (4) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive ouc shameful silence about thee. 
Thou hast revealed thyself to us in thy love 
and power. Thou hast given us freedom 
and joy, yet we have kept all these so -elf- 
ishly to ourselves when others were won- 
dering why. Quicken us, we pray thee, to 
such a sense of privilege and of gratitude 
that we cannot keep silent when we ought 
to speak to others about thyself. Take away 
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the barriers of reserve, of fear, of false con- 
sideration of self, and may we realize that we 
who have taken thy name upon us are wit- 
nesses and messengers who are faithless un- 
less telling others about thee in ways that 
thou art so constantly pointing out. The 
days that have gone have been rich in op- 
portunities that were not used. We pray 
thee that the days to come may be blessed 
to others because of opportunities that we 
shall see and use to lead others to thee. We 
ask this in thy name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A missionary was 
describing, the other night, a storm on a 
lake in China, when one of the servants 
on a boat just behind his in the gale was 
dragged overboard by an iron bucket 
that he was trying to fee and taken 
sealant under the water before anybody 
could possibly reach him. The mission- 
ary would gladly have risked his life 
for that poor fellow if there had been 
the slightest chance of reaching him, but 
there was no chance at all. e could 
not save that man to this’ life, but in the 
power of the living Christ that mission- 
ary could move among the throngs in 
crowded centers and could dwell among 
the humble people of the country dis- 
tricts, offering Christ’s salvation to those 
who only needed to accept it to be saved 
from all that was dragging them down. 
Think for a moment! Do we really feel 
as interested in going after a lost sin- 
ner with the offer of Christ’s salvation 
as we would in trying to save a drown- 
ing child? Have you any question about 
the importance of soul-winning? Will 
you say after me, please, James 5:19 
and 20? Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“IT love to tell the story.” 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

“Go and tell unto all the gospel story.” 
“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 
“Be a loving helper.” 

“Let the lower lights be burning.” 
“Speak just a word for Jesus.” 

“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


Psalm 122: 1-9 (188 : 1-3). 
Psalm 51 : 1-17 (117 : 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 1-22 (210 : 1-3)- 
Isaiah (selections) © (317 : 1-3). 
John 3:16 (314) 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teaching.—God wants his 
children to help others to know 
about Jesus. 


Review.—Last week’s story of the 
Triumphal Entry suggested the possibil- 
ity and acceptability of true worship 
out of doors, followed by worship in 
God’s House. Recall incidents from 
Matthew 21: 1-17. 

Inquire whether during the week some 
of the children stopped to thank God 
or sing, when they saw his wonderful 
works, Repeat, It is a good thing to give 
thanks unto the Lord, or sing “All things 
bright and beautiful,” or “Can a little 
child like me thank the Father fit- 
tingly ?” 

Introductory Stories —Many beautiful 
Bible stories tell of people who learned 
to worship out of doors. Choosé one or 
more of those suggested in to-day’s gen- 
-eral lesson material: One day rich lit- 
tle Zaccheus wanted to see Jesus as he 
passed, so he ran ahead and climbed a 
tree and watched. How surprised he 
was when Jesus looked up ard said, 





Zaccheus, make haste and come down, 
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etc. (Luke 19: 1-10). It was out of doors 
that Zaccheus first saw Jesus and learned 
to love him. Right away he wanted to 
ey others to know Jesus. 

woman of Samaria came to a well 
to draw water, and found Jesus rest- 
ing beside the well. Out of doors Jesus 
taught her to worship God in spirit and 
in truth. Right away she wanted to help 
her friends to know Jesus, too; so she 
went back to her village and called them. 
They came and listened and many be- 
lieved and worshiped (John 4: 4-30). 
_ One evening, Nicodemus, a rich Jew- 
ish ruler, came to Jesus, saying, We 
know thou art a teacher come from God. 
As they felt and listened to the breeze 
out of doors, ‘Jesus taught Nicodemus, 
For God so loved the world, etc. (Re- 
peat John 3: 16.) 

Another time Jesus preached the ser- 
mon on the mount out of doors, and said 
Let your light so shine that others may 
see and glorify God. 


Lesson Story.—The followers of Jesus 
taught people along the roadway, or 
in city streets, wherever they woul 
stop to listen. Paul was that kind o 
a missionary, who was always helping 
others to know Jesus. 

One night Paul saw a vision of a man 
who called across the sea, Come over 
into Macedonia and help us. Paul and 
his companions found a ship, crossed 
the little sea, and landed at Philippi, a 
Roman colony. Nobody met them, but 
Paul heard that on the Sabbath a meet- 
ing for prayer and worship was held 
outside the city gate, by the river side, so 
he and his friends found the place. (1) 

The women must have been surprised 
to see these Jewish men, but when .Paul 
spoke to them about Jesus they were 
glad to listen. A rich business woman, 
named Lydia, was there. She earned 
her living by coloring and selling beau- 
fiful purple cloth. ydia had ) Bom 
to worship God, and listened earnestly 
to what Paul said. She and her house- 
hold were baptized; she knew Paul and 
his friends had no home in that city, soshe 
said, If you have found me to be faith- 
ful to the Lord come to my house and 
stay. She urged,—so they went. For 
many weeks they taught the people in 
this outdoor place of worship by the 
river, and helped them to know Jesus. 

After thé Story—tThe call has come 
from many missionaries across the ocean, 
Send over your picture rolls and small 
cards to help us. Many Primary chil- 
dren who have enjoyed the pictures with 
their lessons have earned or saved a lit- 
tle extra money to pay the postage on 
the roll, also the small cards, which 
they have kept clean and brought back 
to Sunday-school to send. 

If you could follow these across the 
ocean, you would see how they are used. 
The large pictures are separated and 
pasted on thin cloth or strong paper, so 
they will not tear. A Bible teacher 
carries one and puts it up on a wall or 
tree. People soon gather, then the story 
is told which helps othérs to know about 
Jesus and God’s. Word. 

Plain white paper is sometimes pasted 
on the back of the little pictures, then 
a Bible verse is written in the language 
which is understood. These are given 
out in Sunday-schools or other meetings. 
Nobody receives a second card unless 
he can repeat the verse on his first card. 
Thirty thousand Sunday-schools of 
America have sent pictures, etc., across 
the seas to help others. or particu- 
lars, send to Surplus Material Depart- 
ment, World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion, 216 Metropolitan Tower, New York 
City, naming your own denomination, 
and asking for an address. Leaflets are 
available, explaining kinds of material 
desired. 

Expression in closing song: 

“I want to send a whisper song 
Across the waters, blue, 
And say_to all the children there, 
Jesus loves you! Jesus loves you.” 
(Melodies. Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 28 cts.) 


Peorta, Ix, 


Method books on need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 
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Lesson for August 10 
Acts 16: 9-15; James 5:19, 20 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Winning others to Christ by witness- 
ing for him (1) in character, (2) in ser- 
vice, (3) in word. 


N OUR lesson on obedience, in June, 

we learned that a real faith must, by 
the very law of its own life, result in 
loyal obedience to our Master. To-day 
we shall see that if our membership in 
his church is also a membership in him, 
if its sacred sacraments, its fellowship, 
and worship are vital and true, we must, 
by the very law of the compulsion of 
such love, seek to win others to an ac- 
ceptance of Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

By far the largest cause for the fail- 
ure of so many Christians to give them- 
selves to such a service is the simple 
fact that they do not themselves so know 
and love him as to compel them to speak 
of him in what they are or what they 
do or what they say. But this lesson 
is planned to help those sensitive and 
timid young girls who do long to 
win others to him whom they love, and 
just don’t know how; who think it re- 
quires some knowledge or special gift 
quite beyond their experience. We may 
strengthen such by showing them that 
they either are such witnesses or may 
so witness in three perfectly natural, 
simple ways— natural when one lives 
in Christ Jesus. 

Girls love the story of Ruth, and in 
her words to her mother-in-law we 
find a beautiful tribute to the power of 
a character which must have witnessed 
consistently for Jehovah, apart from all 
the specific deeds and words of Naomi. 
Ruth pleaded, “Entreat me not to leave 
thee . . . whither thou goest I will go 
. .. thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God (Ruth 1: 16, 17). What 
Namoi was had won Ruth to a faith in 
Jehovah. We are told (Acts 4:13) that 
it was the boldness (Christ-given cour- 
age) of Peter and John which made the 
onlookers know “that they had been with 
Jesus.” Ask your girls if they know 
such a character in real life, and see 
how quickly they can answer you—just 
a proof of the power of such silent wit- 
nessing. Can they truthfully sing, “I'll 
be what you want me to be, dear Lord”? 

If they can, their lives will be full of 
satisfying deeds of winsome power in 
witnessing for Christ. Paul’s was such 
a “manner of: life’ among his Ephe- 
sian Christian (Acts 20: 17-19), and be- 
hold how they loved him, and how they 
loved his Lord! Such “lowliness of 
mind” was in Christ Jesus when he 
took a towel and did a servant’s task 
for his shamed disciples. They tell this 
story to-day, in a certain little Georgia 
town, of one who had this lowliness of 
mind: 

A lady was taking her turn in carry- 











ing a bowl of hot soup to a bedridden 
old negro woman, helpless with rheu- 


matism, without family save a_ rather 
worthless young grandson. 

“Why, Aunt Minerva,” said Miss Nell, 
“why haven’t you any fire this cold day? 
I know you have some wood in the 
yard ... and who is it that I hear chop- 
ping out there now? Joe ought to be 
ashamed of himself to let you run out 
of wood this way.” 

“No’m, Miss Nell,” answered Aunt 
Minerva slowly, “dat ain’t Joe, but I’se 
shamed to tell you who dat is choppin’ 
wood fer me. He done tol’ me not to 
talk about it.” 

But when Miss Nell started out to see 
for herself, the old woman humbly ad- 
mitted, “Dat’s Marse Scott what’s chop- 
pin’ wood fer my fire, Miss Nell, dat’s 
who *tis.” 

Enough had been said. “Marse Scott” 
was none other than the admired yourg 
minister, just starting on his first pastor- 
ate, much talked of for his brilliant sem- 
inary record. Need it be added that he 
has since reached the highest honors his 
church has to bestow? And who knows 
how many have been “turned to right- 
eousness” by such loving service? 

Do girls realize that it is more often 
their general manner of speech that wins 
or repels than the direct appeal to others 
to accept their Saviour? Do you think 
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that Paul, in his little “hired dwelling” 
in Rome, a prisoner, would have won 
so many of those rough soldiers for his 
Master if his words of appeal had not 
been accompanied by kindly, cordial 
greetings, thoughtful inquiries into the 
everyday affairs of his visitors, and con- 
stant courtesy to his captors? (Acts 28: 
30, 31.) Note that none forbade him, 
while he preached and taught with all 
boldness, for two whole years, the 
things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And note how quickly he won that first 
European convert, the woman, Lydia, 
so that she constrained him to be her 
guest forthwith. . 

If a girl has found Jesus precious in 
her. own life, she cannot help telling 
others so, and the very joy of her testi- 
mony will win her hearer for her Lord. 
And let her remember that a girl’s en- 
tire conversation is a witness for or 
against the genuineness of her faith, even 
if she feels that the direct appeal is be- 
yond her courage. Like her character, 
her words will betray the fact that she 
has been with Jesus, if that is the fact. 


Home Study 


Tell the story of the Hindu girl who 
wrote ‘In the secret of His presence,” 
and ask your girls to memorize that 
hymn. 

ATLANTA, GA. 
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Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: An inspection of the boys’ 
Christian activities. 

Discussion: The man of Macedonia; big 
results from a small meeting. 

Main points: Importance of personal 
work; power of prayer and example; per- 
sonal work the duty of all disciples. 











EACHER began by checking us up 

on the six things we were going to 
do for the church. He put the list on 
the board (see lesson for July 6) and 
had us tell what we had done under 
each point. He said it was inspection. 
Fred and Bert passed one hundred per- 
cent, and we had all done pretty well. 
But teacher said we must bring up the 
weak points and stand inspection again 
in two weeks. 





Then we read the lesson, about the 
man of Macedonia that Paul saw in a 
vision. Teacher says some people think 
it was Luke. Luke was a young M.D 
whom Paul met there at Troas; perhaps 
called in to treat his eyes. Paul led him 
to Christ, and what more natural than 
that this converted doctor should beg 
Paul to preach over in his home city of 
Philippi? And what more natural than 
that God should bring it up to Paul’s 
mind again in the night (1) 

Anyhow, Paul heard God’s call and 
sailed across to Macedonia. Fatty 
showed the places on the map, traced 
the route, and showed a picture of the 
harbor at Troas. (2) 

Paul always hunted out the Jews to 
begin on, because they already knew 
about God, and Jesus had come to the 
Jews first. He soon found there was no 
synagogue in Philippi, but he knew where 
there would surely be at least a little 
prayer-meeting on Sabbath morning. So 
down they go to the river bank outside 
the city, and sure enough, there were a 


few women. It wasn’t much of an audi- 


ence, but Paul wasn’t discouraged, and 
out of that meeting he won an influen- 
tial business woman and her family 
secured the beginning of a church, and 
found a place to be entertained. (3) 

That led on to Fred’s question of the 
best way to win souls to Christ. He was 
rather for big revivals like Billy Sun- 
day’s. But teacher asked all of us who 
were converted in a big revival to hold 
up our hands and ‘there wasn’t a one. 
Then he asked how many had been led 
to accept Christ by the private word or 
influence of some person, and we all 
held up our hands. He believes that 
more souls are won by personal work 
than by all the big preachers’ on earth, 
and the evangelists know they could not 
do much without their band of personal 
workers. (4) 

He told how the Christian workers 
over in France won the soldiers, mostly 
by giving them Testaments, starting 
little Bible classes, and talking to them 
privately. He said the fellows who came 
forward in meetings had nearly all been 
talked to beforehand. 

Of course there are other things, too. 
People have got to see that Christian- 
ity is real in our lives. You can’t sell 
goods if your sample isn’t all O. K. And 
prayer has a lot to do with it. We can’t 
really convert any one. Only the power 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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of God’s Holy Spirit can do that, and 
his power is poured out in answer to 
our prayers. 

Bulldog Jones said he thought it was 
the preacher’s business to get folks saved. 
But teacher said not at all, any more 
than it was the general’s business to 
capture all the prisoners. The Great 
Commission is for us all. If a béy saw 
a man drowning would he say: “It’s 
the life guard’s business to save peo- 
ple”? Perhaps there are lost souls right 
around you that you can win better than 
any one else can. (5) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Acts 1:8; 13:1 to 14:28. 
Bring in a home-made map showing 
Paul’s first missionary journey. 

Is God more interested in foreign 
missions than in America? 

Should we send our best ministers to 
the heathen? 

Do American churches suffer by send- 
ing workers abroad? 


Do foreign missionaries get as much 
pay as American preachers? 


How can a boy begin to train himseif 
for a missionary? 


( Denver, Cot. 





[ Children at Home 








The Just Alike Flower Pots 
By Ruby Martyn Holmes 


ITTLE Nan had come to help her 

grandfather tuck the bulbs into the 
brown earth beds of the castle garden. 
She loved to come there, and if the prin- 
cesses played in the garden she was asked 
to join their games. 

“When we finish planting here I will 
fix a bulb for thee to keep on the cot- 
tage window sill. Thou wilt love to 
have one for thy very own,” said the 
old gardener. 

“Please fix one for me, too!” cried the 
princess Gwendolen, who had come into 
the garden in time to hear what he said. 

“I want red tulips in my flower pot,” 
said the princess Maud. 

“And could I have yellow daffodils?” 
asked ape eso 

The gardener smiled, for now the 
earth garden was full of bulbs and there 
were a few left in the Bottom of the 
wicker basket at his side. 

“Would you take them now?” he asked. 
“I can prepare them almost’ immedi- 
ately.” 

So they went with him to the little 
workroom at one end of the glass house 
and he set four red flower-pots in a 
row on the table. 

“I want blue hyacinths,” said the prin- 
cess Gwendolen. 

When the old gardener had fixed the 
hyacinth bulbs in one pot, and fat tulips 
in another, and round daffodil bulbs in 
the third, there was just one bulb left 
in the wicker basket, and that he put 
in the last red flower-pot for Nan. 

The princesses Gwendolen and Maud 
and Janie each carried a flower-pot up to 
their playroom. There were three sunny 
windows in the room, and on each win- 
dow sill was kept one of the pots. It 
was the very same morning that the 
little green blades pushed up through 
the brown earth. 

Janie looked thoughtfully at her little 
green blade after Gwen and Maud went 
down to play in the courtyard. She was 
troubled because she thought they had 
been selfish not to think what kind of 
a flower Nan would like to have. —_ 
remembered that Nan had said she loved 
yellow daffodils. 

“I’m going to take her mine!” thought 
Janie, and a minute later she was running 
across the garden to the cottage. 

There was Nan’s flower-pot in the sun- 
shine, with a tiny green blade above 
the brown earth, but not a person was 
about the cottage. 

“T’ll just change and have them for 
a surprise,” thought Janie, putting her 
flower-pot on the window sill and tak- 
ing Nan’s. 





The next morning Maud stayed up in 
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the playroom after her sisters had gone 
down to the courtyard. She was troubled 
about Nan’s flower. 

“I’m going to take her my red tulips. 
Nan loves red tulips,” thought Maud. 
She hurried to the cottage, and again 
there was no one at home. 

“T’ll leave it for a surprise,” she 
thought, exchanging the flower-pots on 
the window. 

The third morning Gwendolen stayed 
in when the others went out to play, 
for she was troubled that she had been 
selfish about Nan, and made up her mind 
to take the blue hyacinths to the cot- 
tage. But there was no one at home, and 
she thought it would be a nice surprise 
to exchange the flower-pots. 

As the days went by the green blades 
gow and grew. Janie’s showed the 

rst little bud, but the very next morn- 
ing Gwen and Maud found buds push- 
ing from their green leaves. But not 
one of the princesses had said a thing 
about going to Nan’s cottage and théy 
waited eagerly to see their own flowers. 

ne morning the buds were open. 

“Oh, mine is a yellow daffodil!” cried 
Janie in surprise. 

“And mine’s a red tulip!” cried Maud. 

“And mine’s a blue hyacinth,” added 
Gwendolen. 

“We'll go and see what kind of a flower 
Nan has!’ they said. 

There on the cottage window sill was 
a beautiful white lily that filled the 
sunny room with fragrance. 

“I'd like to know how it happened to 
come out this way,’ said Gwendolen 
when they had told Nan about. the 
changes they had made. 

“We must have taken the wrong 
flower-pots,” said little Janie. 

“Anyhow, just the right flowers belong 
to the right girls!” declared Maud. 

And when the old gardener heard 
about it he said that unselfishness does 
make things come out right. 


NorFo.k, Mass. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





August 17. How Do Men Sell Their Heritage? 
Gen. 25: 27-34. 
August 24. The Folly of Pride. Prov. 16: 


1-19. 

August 31. The Christian Challenge to Life 
Service. Matt. 4: 18-22. (Missionary vo- 
cational meeting. Life-Work Recruits.) 

September 7. Our Relation to Others. III. 
Toward Neighbors and Friends. Phil. 2: 
1-11, (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 10 


Speech, Wise and Unwise 
(James 3 : 1-18) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Judged by words (Matt. 12: 33- 


37). 
Tues.—Backbiters (Jer. 9 : 1-11). 
Wed.—Slanderers (2 Sam. 10 : 1-5). 
Thurs.—Jesus, master pleader (John 6: 


57-71). 

Fri—Rach words lose a kingdom (¢ 
hron. x0 : 1-11). 

Sat.—A — speaker (Isa. 50 : 4- 
11). 











What disasters come from rash words? 
How can we gain control of our tongues? 
How can we practise kindly speech? 


SopreR or later our words reveal us. 
d revelation is judgment. John 
in his great vision of the Second Com- 
ing an omy of the Saviour heard 
an angel calmly and clearly set forth 
the principle of that judgment. “He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: 
and he that is righteous, let him be right- 
eous still.” What we are we are shown 
to be. That is what our words do for 
us. They disclose us. No matter how 
skilful we may be. at hypocrisy or con- 
cealment some day the word will slip 
out and tell the truth about us. The 
only way to be sure never to say it is 
never to think it. 


And our words help té make us what 
they sooner or later show us to be. “We 
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‘vention, at Buffalo, in 
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are not what we say we are but what 
we say, we are.” Or as Coventry Pat- 
more says: 

“ Every idle word shall make 


A dent-upon the form we take 
Forever.” 


We memorize by repetition. If we sa 
a thing only once it makes its mark. We 
may forget that we said it, but it is reg- 
istered in us as surely as when we strike 
the typewriter key the letter is marked 
down. s 


And the principle works both ways. 
We can register weakness and incapaci 
or we can advance our strength and ef- 
fectiveness. “When duty whispers low 
‘Thou must,” the youth replies, ‘I can.’” 
That reply is in itself a re-enforcement. 
“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me,” says Paul, and 
the declaration makes him surer of it 
and stronger for it. 


“Lord, I believe,” says a man of weak 
faith to Jesus, “help thou my unbelief.” 
And that “I believe” has already made 
his faith stronger. 


One of the most frequent and urgent 
appeals of the New Testament deals 
with our language. No unclean com- 
munication is to be allowed to pass our 
lips. Qur speech is to be always fair 
and clean and healing, it.is to be “with 





grace, seasoned with salt.” Christ him- 
self is to be the subject of our talk. The 
early believers ceased not to talk Jesus. 
He was the theme of their conversation 
and of their preaching. Ask them what 
is the most interesting thing they know, 
they answer “Jesus.” Ask them what is 
the one supreme subject to talk of at 
home and abroad, “Jesus,” they reply. 
v4 


There is nothing which can be more 
readily or completely controlled than our 
speech. The mouth is a doorway of 
which we are absolute masters. We 
can shut it when we will. More than 
that, we’can go back to the secret places 
whence the words upspring and block 
them there. And the discipline of con- 
trolled speech ministers to the control 
of temper and thought and character. 
If we will say only what is kind and 
true or, if it is severe, what is both se- 
vere and necessary, as well as kind and 
true, we shall be able to feel ourselves 
grow in weight and firmness of principle 
and in integrity. 


“The tongue of the just is as choice 
silver.” 


“The lips of the righteous know what 
is acceptable.” 


“He that uttereth a slander is a fool.” 


“He that keepeth his mouth keepeth 
his life.” 


New York Cry, 
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Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 
Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 

We have been having so much difficulty 
in getting our members to mark their en- 
velopes — and we are now considering doing 
away with the marking of the lesson entirely. 
Do you think this advisable? 

F YOU do away with the marking of 

the lesson study, you will really no 
longer be a Home Department. The 
first aim of the department is to se- 
cure the study of God’s Word on the 
part of the individual. The report of 
the lesson study must always be the 
chief item of your report to the Sunday- 
school. It must be kept before the mem- 
bers that their relationship to the Home 
Department and the Sunday-school is 
based onthe study of the lesson atid on 
nothing else. There is no way in which 
you can cease marking the lesson re- 
port and remain a Home Department. 





What is meant by a Home Department 
standard? So far as I know, our State has 
no such standard, and as I have been ap- 
pointed a County Home Department Super- 
intendent, I should be glad for some infor- 
mation. Who prepares the standard? How 
are the individual schools reached and helped 
to adopt the standard? 

EARLY all departments of Sunday- 
school work have standards. The 
Home Department, however, has no 
general standard. Twelve States have 
adopted individual State standards. At 
the International Sunday School Con- 
) Hon 1918, the 
following recommendation was adopted 
by the Home Department Conference: 
“The Commission would recommend that 
we overture the denominations to pro- 
vide a standard for their individual 
schools, and that we ask the Educational 
Department of our International Sun- 
day ‘School Association to prepare a stan- 
dard for the Home Department work 
of the Association. 

Speaking from my own experience, I 
have found the standard exceedingly 
helpful in that it unified our activities 
along definite lines and stimulated the 
efforts of individual departments for 
higher attainments. Some departments, 
barely holding their own before the 
standard was adopted, were quickened 
by their own efforts to attain the require- 
ments of the standard. The following 





standard is representative of what has 
been adopted. 

1. Regularly appointed or elected and 
installed superintendent and Visitors. 

2. Quarterly meetings of the Home 
Department Council for business and 
conference. 

3. An annual canvass for new mem- 
bers or systematic effort throughout the 
year. 

4. Ministration to the members in 
illness or distress. 

5. Members invited to all special oc- 
casions of the church and school. 

6. Annual Home Department Day in 
the church ahd school. (Mothers’ Day 
is now being used by many departments.) 

7. At least one social function a year 
for the members. 

8. Efforts made to train the Visitors 
and officers for their work. 

9. A quarterly report given in the 
Sunday-school. 

10. At least 25 percent of the members 
pledged to family worship. 

11. Membership roll on the wall of 
the Sunday-school. 

The standard-should be prepared by 
the State Home Department Committee, 
and then presented to and adopted by the 
State Executive Committee. Printed an- 
nouncement of the standard should be 
sent to all the county superintendents, 
with sufficient copies for the schools of 
each county. “The county superinten- 
dent should hold a meeting with the dis- 
trict superintendents, explain the stan- 
dard, and ~~ with them for the pres- 
entation of the standard at all county 
and district conferences, institutes, and 
conventions. The district superinten- 
dent should aim to present the standard 
in every school in her district. Some 
States issue certificates to the schools 
that have measured up to the require- 
ments of the standard. 





Maryland.—Do you believe the Messenger 
Boys should be used regularly by the Visi- 
tor? I find one of my Visitors has not made 
her quarterly call for three successive quar- 
ters, but has sent the messenger boys in- 
stead. 

HE Messenger Boys’ service can 

be made very helpful to the Home 
Department Visitor, in carrying mes- 
sages, invitations, flowers, etc.,-and in 
helping to distribute among the Home De- 
partment members Sunday-school papers, 
church bulletins, and library books, but 
under no. circumstances must they take 
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the place of the Visitor in the home in 
the making of the regular quarterly 
calls. The most important feature of the 
Home Department work is the personal 
touch, and no matter how bright or 
attractive a. boy may be, he is not the 
person in whom the mother can confide, 
or of whom the home can make a con- 
fidential friend and adviser. 

No Visitor should be permitted, ex- 
cept under unusual circumstances, to 
send the boys at the time of the regu- 
lar quarterly call. Some Visitors have 
the boys distribute the quarterlies with 
notes attached, stating the day when the 
Visitor will make her regular. call. 


w 
Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International, Sunday 
School Adult Department 


Rhode Island.—I want to organize a Young 
Ladies’ Bible class. Please send me sugges- 
tions.—Mrs. H. K. 

NTERNATIONAL Adult Division 

Leaflet No. 2 contains practical sug- 

estions on the organization of a Young 

dies’ Bible class. It contains a sug- 
gestive class constitution, and also hints 
on how to organize and conduct a class. 
Copies of this leaflet may be secured by 
addressing the office of your State Sun- 
day-school Association. 





Virginia.—Could you put me in touch with 
some of the largest most successful 
organized Adult Classes in the United States? 
Would you also kindly send me the titles 
of the most helpful books which have recentiy 
been written on the Adult Organized Class? 
I would also appreciate any pamphlets which 
are specially helpful.—W. E. H. 
|< IS difficult to name a list of the larg- 

est and most successful organized 
classes without omitting some of the 
very best classes in our field; however, 
we gladly mention the. following as 
— that should be included in such a 

ist: 

The Agoga Class of the Third 1 
tist Church, St. Louis, Mo.; the Hub- 
bard Brotherhood Class of the Central 
Presbyterian Church, Rochester, New 
York; the Hubbell Class of the First 
Baptist Church, Rochester, New York; 
the Baraca Class of the First Baptist 
Church of Syracuse, New York; the 
Page Class of the Ruggles Street Baptist 
Church, Boston, Mass.; the Loyal Men’s 
Class of the Christian Church of Oak- 
land, Cal.; the Friendly Class of the 
Moody Church, Chicago, Illinois; the 
Wesley Class of the Wesley Avenue 
Methodist Church, Chicago, IIl.; the 
Brotherhood Class of the Bethany Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Among the books of a particular 
nature, bearing upon the Adult Class 
work, may be mentioned the Adult Di- 
vision, by Bovard; The Adult Class, 
by Pierce (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, 28 cents); Adult Class Studies. 
Irving S. Wood (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 
25 cents); One Hundred Things One 

undred Classes Are Doing, Moniger. 

For leaflets on Adult Division work 
address your State Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation. 

New York.—One of the perplexing questions 
that faces all of us at this time is the proper 

to the young men of our churches 
—especially those who have re . from 
France. I am being asked by many as to 
what plan is best to follow— whether. a 
Bible class with social recreational features, 
or whether it must be a club on broader 
lines having, perhaps, a Bible class as one of 
its features. Would you kindly write me what 
plans you are working, and if possible, any 
successes which you have seen brought out? 
—j. A. W. . 

AM very glad to know that you are 

to give some time in helping to enlist 
the young men who are returning from 
France in our Sunday-school and church 
work, Your experience especially quali- 
fies you for just that kind of service. 
The experience in our international field 
seems to warrant the conclusion that an 
organized Bible class with a broad and 
comprehensive week-day program is the 
most feasible plan for enlisting young 
men in Christian work. Practically all 
of the denominational brotherhood or- 
ganizations have been fused with the 
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Lesson for August 10 
Acts 16:9-15; James 5:19, 20 





What is sin? 


This question is answered 
page 1194 of the 


Scofield 


Reference Bible 

Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 

bls» ot off tho hand in the 
oc- 

cur. Dr. Scobeld's helps exe equal 

to a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular ubon request. Alt all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN 
35 West 32d Street, - - + + New York 


Advertise the Religion 


OF JESUS CHRIST 

For twenty centuries men have tried to pick flaws 
in the Jesus Religion without success. — It will stand 
all the advertising the church will give it. It is the 
genuine, the real article. All others are false. No 
substitute can stand beside it. Every Saturday) news- 
papers in America should carry a “‘Go To Church 
advertisement inviting men and women to church on 
Sunday. Write for series of twenty-six ads and price 
of weenly service. The Church must advertise — Do 


your part. 
JAMES B. SPILLMAN 
Religious Advertising Agency 
COLUMBIA, S. C. 


Secure A Motor-Cycie AtLow 
Cost By Putting A RELIABLE 
STEFFEY MOTOR on your 
=) wheel. Easy to attach. Costs less 
Zit to run than an expensive motor- 
cycle. If you write at once you 
can secure one at the low factory price. Send stamp. 


STEFFEY MOTOR MFG. CO., 5025 Brown St., Philadelphia. Pa. 
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organized Bible class work of their re- 
spective denominations, so that in un- 
dertaking to organize Bible classes with 
the brotherhood recreational and other 
activities we are working in entire har- 
mony with what the denominations are 
doing. 

It does not seem as if Bible study 
should be classed as one of the activi- 
ties for a men’s organization. It is 
really the preparation for all activities. 


‘At present we are recommending to all 


organized classes that they appoint a 
special committee for interviewing the 
returning men and seek through per- 
sonal interviews to enlist them in some 
department of the church, according to 
their own desire and particular ability. 


5 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Our text book begins with lessons on the 
Bible. Just at this time the members of my 
new class are interested in the subject of 
the Sunday-school and its organization. I 
find that this subject is the second treated. 
Is it necessary to begin with the Bible or 
could we take the second subject first? 


B Be. four subjects of the training 
course may be studied in any order. 
It does not matter at all- which subject 
is taken first. As the class interest is 
now in Sunday-school Organization it 
would be desirable to start with that 
subject. Many of the courses of study 
begin with the Bible because the very 
large majority of teacher - training 
students are more interested in the Bible 
than in psychology, pedagogy, or the 
Sunday-school. 





I am facing this difficulty: Two girls who 
ought to be in the training class we are 
about to organize in the Sunday-school tell 
me that they would like to do the required 
work, but they are strongly attached to the 
class with which they have been connected 
and feel that they ought not to withdraw 
from the class just now. What shall I do? 
- THE girls are a help in maintain- 

ing interest in the class with which 
they are connected why not say to them: 
You may continue your relations with 
the class. You may meet with the class 
for the opening exercises of the school 
and have your attendance recorded with 
the class and may be with the class for 
all social gatherings, but withdraw to 
the training class only for the lesson 
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period. You may in this way do all the 
required work on the training eourse 
and at the same time continue the old 
class associations. 

We are about to organize a training class. 
Five girls have agreed to take the studies. 
All of ‘these are especially interested in the 
work of the children’s division of the school, 
and I have hopes that they all may in time 
become teachers in that department. What 
course of study will you recommend? 

YEAR spent in the study of one of 
the First Standard text-books would 
give the girls a working knowledge of 
the Bible, child study, teaching princi- 
les, and Sunday-school management. 
his would prepare them to. specialize 
by the study of Mrs. Bryner’s “The Ele- 
mentary Worker Organized for Service” 
or some other up-to-date text-book for 
children’s division workers. 








Ask Marion Lawrance! 











New York.—I have noticed you say that 
the Juniors should be by themselves from 
first to last. If by this you mean that the 
old practice of a general assembly for open- 
ing exercises has become obsolete, I am 
certainly very much astonished. It has been 
my belief for years that the enthusiasm of 
numbers in connection with the singing of 
hymns, Bible drill and responsive reading 
is worth more than any other feature of 
Sunday-school procedure. I cannot see how 
a’ graded lesson can possibly be hampered by 
a coming together of all ages, above the 
kindergarten and primary, for worship and 
singing before dismissal to classes. The 
whole principle of esprit de corps is im- 
periled in my opinion if this time-honored cus- 
tom is to be abandoned. I should appreciate 
your explaining your point of view more in 
detail as I am greatly disturbed by the para- 
graph referred to. é 
tif Juniors should be by them- 

selves from first to last. The Graded 
Lessons, as such, do not prevent the as- 
sembling of any or all of the depart- 
ments of the school. The whole thing 
depends upon what is the best use of 
the: time at your disposal. There are 
cases when it is proper and helpful for 
the entire school to be together, but 
these occasions are very special in their 
nature — Children’s Day, Rally Day, 
etc., and should not occur very often. 

What the questioner has in mind is, 
no doubt, along the line of a chapel 
service in a public school or academy. 
If, hewever, that public school had but 
one hour for a session, or an hour and 
fifteen minutes, it is questionable whether 
they would have the ordinary chapel 
service. Furthermore, the juniors and 
the seniors are not together in that 
chapel service in the public school. The 
grammar grades by themselves ordinar- 
ily, the high school grades by themselves, 
and it is this principle of education that 
has convinced. Sunday-school specialists 
of the wisdom of. complete separation. 

We recognize that there is a loss along 
the line indicated by our questioner. It 
is the loss of the family idea in the Sun- 
day-school, and yet we should remem- 
ber that the Sunday-school is a school, 
and should be carried on according to 
methods and principles that will insure 
the best results as a school. The idea 
of decentralization in Sunday-school 
work, while it will involve a great many 
readjustments here and there, has, never- 
theless, been accepted as the very best 
thing for the very best ‘results. The new 
buildings now being erected recognize 
this new situation. The massed Sunday- 
school, all meeting together for opening 
and closing exercises, while affording 
many pleasant opportunities for fellow- 


ship and worship, is, nevertheless, rap- 


idly becoming a thing of the past. This 
means that the educational system of 
the church is beginning to follow in the 
footsteps of the recognized systems of 
public education. 

This segregation would be a tremen- 
dous loss if the advantages it secured 
were educational only, but these educa- 
tional advantages are not less than the 
advantages in worship and through-the- 
week activities, for these should be 
graded as well as the lessons. A prayer, 
for example, or a hymn that is well 
adapted to the Adult Division of the 
school may not be so helpful to the 





younger children. In short, the worship, 
the through-the-week activities, and the 
instruction, of the Junior Department, 
for example, are adapted to boys and 
girls of Junior age. The results amply 
justify the change. Any doubt on this 
point would,be quickly dispelled by ask- 
ing the departmental superirtendents of 
the one hundred best schools you } ed 
of that are using Graded Lessons. 

ing could induce them to go back to the 
assembly plan, 





Please give your opinion in regard to a 
saaueah tends ts dead wanes eat te 
Sunday-school, and the proper length of time 
for such a recess?—M. E. B. 

I IS quite customary when church and 

Sunday-school follow each other, to al- 
low a brief time between the two for 
readjustments, etc. As to the proper 
lehgth of time, that would depend upon 
whether it was necessary to hold the two 
services in the same room or in differ- 
ent rooms. If they. meet in the same 


| room, it will take more time. If they 


meet in separate rooms the second ser- 
vice, whichever it may be, can start 
promptly, even though not all are pres- 
ent from the other room, It is an ex- 
ceedingly difficult matter to handle as 
it should be. Where the preaching serv- 
ice comes first, as it does in many cities, 
fifteen minutes for greetings and hand- 
shakings is none too long, as it is a 
most valuable feature of the service if 
properly used. In order not to inter- 
fere, however, with the time of opening 
the Sunday-school, it should be definitely 
understood that the preaching service 
will close at a given time, for tardiness 
in beginning any service simply culti- 
vates the habit of tardiness. It is as 
wrong for the preaching service to run 
beyond its time and make it impossible 
for the Sunday-school to begin on time, 
as it would be for the Sunday-school to 
be late in closing and interfere with the 
church service, if the order of the serv- 
ices were reversed. We hear many com- 
plaints from superintendents that the 
church service runs beyond its time and 
interferes with the opening of the school. 
This is a suicidal method, and, pastors 
who persist in doing it repeatedly are 
working a permanent injury to the Sun- 
day-school and ultimately to the whole 
church. 





Ontario.—Would you be kind enough to 
send me the name of some book, or books, 
containing dialogues and recitations, not mus- 
ical selections, for a Sunday-school Christ- 
mas entertainment? I have a class of ten 
girls from the ages of ten to fourteen. years, 
and would like to find something in which 
they could all take part.—M. E. B. 

END to your denominational house 
or to the Sunday-school supply hoyse 
for a catalogue and you will find a large 
number of books of the kind you desire. 
It is impossible to recommend any par- 
ticular book here, because their number 


is legion. 
ee 


A Chance to Get a Song Leader 
in Your Church 


MAN’ churches would be glad of | 


the chance to pay the expenses of 
a young man or woman to a summer 
Conference, if they knew that young 
person would come back equipped to 
lead the music in the church and Sun- 
day-school. Well, those churches have 
exactly that opportunity. 

It is the Song Directors’ Conference 
at Winona Lake. Writing of it to The 
Sunday School. Times, Mr. Homer 
Rodeheaver, Billy Sunday’s well-known 
song leader, says: 

“In nearly every church there is a 
young man or a young woman with in- 
herent ability who would develop into 
a good director, if they had a little fun- 
damental training, and if they were en- 
couraged and given enough practical 
experience to relieve them of their em- 
barrassment. 

“My proposition then is this: An 
preacher or any church who will pic 
out a likely young man or young woman, 
one who is likely to be successful as a 
director of their music, send him or her 
to Winona Lake for ten days, beginning 
August 15, we will give that one a free 
course in song directing and will bring 


oth- }- 
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before him some of the best and most 
successful song directors in the coun- 
try, thus giving the benefit of their ex- 
perience. We will also give that person 
an opportunity to get some practical ex- 
perience in the chorus and congrega- 
tional singing in connection with the 
Camp Meeting and Bible Conference at 
Winona Lake.” 

Mr. Sunday and some of the members 
of his party will be there, beginning Au- 
gust 15, for a camp meeting of six days; 
then the great Bible Conference begins 
on August 22, and runs for ten days. 
Some of the speakers for the Bible Con- 
ference will be G. Campbell Morgan, 
Gypsy Smith, F. B. Meyer, John Mc- 
Neill, Camden Cobern and others. Dur- 
ing both events Miss Grace Saxe, who 
has been the Bible teacher with Mr. Sun- 
day, will have a Bible lesson every day; 
this will be a rare treat for the many 
thousands who have been in Miss Saxe’s 
classes. It will also give evangelistic 
workers an opportunity to get some of 
the methods of teaching and organiza- 
tion of the great permanent Bible class 
work that has been such a feature of the 
Billy Sunday campaigns. Mrs. Wm. 
Asher will also be there, and she- will 
pass on to all who are interested the 
plans and methods which have been so 
successful in the Sunday campaigns of 
the work among the business women of 
the cities. 

Dr. C. H. Woolston, of Philadelphia, 
will also be there, especially for the 
Song Directors’ Conference, as well as 
for the Bible Conference, giving spe- 
cial instructions to all those who are 
anxious to use his magical objects in 
teaching children. Any evangelistic 
singer can double his value to the evan- 
gelist if he can also do the children’s 
work as well as the singing: this will 
give the evangelistic singers who have 
already had experience an opportunit 
to add this feature to their work. It 
will also give the young men and women 
who are anxious to enter evangelistic 
work an opportunity to equip them- 
selves and to get a training that will be 
of exceedingly great value. 

Winona Lake is the meeting place for 
the Interdenominational Association of 
Evangelists. Most of the successful 
evangelists of the country belong to this 
association, so it is an opportunity, sec- 
ond to none, for the young men and 
women anxious to get into evangelistic 
work to,get in touch with the men in 
need of their services. 

If this Song Directors’ Conference 
proves successful the first year, Mr, 
Rodeheaver will expand it, and possibly 
add some other features for next year. 

Winona Lake is a delightful place to 
spend a summer. No charge will be 
made for this training. The only cost 
will.be the expenses of those who take 
the training. 

The first session of this Song Direc- 
tors’ Conference will be at four o’clock, 
Friday afternoon, August 15. Those who 
expect to enter for this Conference 
should send their names to Mr. H. H. 
Pitzer, Winona Lake, Ind. 


Che Sanday School Ginies 


Philadeiphia, July 26, r919 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) | 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
and Shanghai, China. These rates in- 
clude postage: 
$1.25 ive or more copies, either 

° to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 
year. 








$1.75 One copy, or any number of | 


copies less than five, $1.75 

each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 

aid we allow one subscription additional 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 

1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Boys Are 
Coming Home 


And a te services of welcome are bei 

Aig oPhnce hosor in churches and schools thro® 
out the country. To meet urgent requests, we 
have worked out a suggested program for such a 


Home Coming or Victory Rally 


howi agested add es, readings with a list 
of overs > eapropriate mason! saaitiee to select 
from. ®. copy will be sent the 


ro ree uest or 
ull list of music sent for $1.50 Twith “privilege ot 
change. 





fi 
ex 
A number of the songs suggested for above pro- 
gram are contained in 


e 
Camp-Fire Songs 
32 pages and cover of patriotic and religious songs 
espec aly : ble for ity oe ” and 
triotic meetings, roc eac t .00 per 1 
Boe prepaid, Special quantity rite for ieee werk, 


= 
Awakening Songs 
Our latest gospel song book for general church 
urposes; 2 pages. Single copies : Manila, 20c; 
mp, 25c; Cloth, 35c; postpaid. Quantities of 
100; Manila, $18.00 ; Tins. $22.00; Cloth, $30.00, 
not postpaid. 
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develop your boy- 


he inclines in so your 
AS pA Eo habits 

started early assure healthy mental 

traits and develop ambition. The spe- 

cial articles, the oO departments in 


"The , Brightest, Best Magazine 
ie Boys in all the World” 
|? edited to give boys “readin: 
‘0 it.’’ La oft 


e rom Pages 
every month. Give your boy this splendid start. 
200 @ copy on news-stands—#2.00 a year by mail. 
THE SPRAGUE PUBLISHING CO, 

7 American Building Detroit, Mich. 














TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


7 Gramercy Park, West 


Under the auspices of the Woman's Branch 


New York City Mission Society 
MRS. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, First Directress 


Special péyontages are offered in Bible Study 
and practical work to young women desiring to 
enter upon city, home or foreign field work. Ad- 
dress your request for prospectus to 


MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Supt. 
Room 401, 105 East 22d St., New York City 


“Give God 


a Chance” 


key’s vital, searching, devotional booklet. A 
sage for Christians. Entirely free. Drop 
‘ mg Pub. Co., Dept. K, Bessemer Bidg. 
gh, Pa, 


d Can Heal You 


e sick. God has done it and is doing it. 
ents for testimonies and leaflets on Divine 




























“” y Andrew Murray, A. ‘I’. Pierson and others. 
« Things 519 Locust St., Johnstown, Pa. 
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Itching Skin 
with Cuticura 


All druggiste; Soa: Ointment % & 50, Talcum 235. 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 












For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





_August 4 to 10 
Mon—John 4: 35-42. Jesus the Soul-Winner. 


How wisely and tactfully our Lord 
went about the work of soul-winning. 
He anticipated all this woman’s objec- 
tions, met her every inquiry, satis all 
her longing, and won to himself the con- 
fidence and love of her heart. Compan- 
ionship with him will make us wise to 
win souls. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a deep- 
ening passion for the salvation of the 
lost; for a vision of the soul’s true con- 
dition out of Christ and of its imminent 
peril; for wisdom in the manner of ap- 
proach and tactfulness in dealing with 
the objector, and for patience with those 
who delay decision. 7 : 
Tues.—Acts 1 : 1-11. 

The Soul-Winner’s Commission. 

Not a word is said about the Apos- 
tles’ fitness or unfitness, that is lost in 
the divine appointment ; His command is 
imperative and his promise the source 
of encouragement. The commission 
carries with it the divine empowering. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
lost souls who are all round about us; 
that we may conquer our own feticence 
and timidity in speaking of the things 
of God; for genuine boldness in Christ's 
cause and a willingness to be counted 
fools for Christ if it be his will. 


Wed.—John 1 : 40-51. Winning a Brother. 


Each of ‘the first. followers of Christ 
seems to have gone in search of one who 
was knit to him by ties of kindred and 
love. It is a poor recommendation of 
Christ’s Gospel if we only tell it to 
strangers and leave our own loved ones 
in ignorance of it. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for special 
cases of conesrsion; for the person in 
your district or vicinity who may be 
notorious for wickedness; for the aban- 
doned and the outcast; for the young 
man or young woman you know to be 
going astray and who is indifferent to 
the Gospel. 

Thurs.—Acts 16 ; 9-15, 
Winning Others to Christ. 

Lydia’s heart was undoubtedly made 
tender by the action of the Spirit of 
God, but who can forecast what the re- 
sult of that riverside meeting would have 
been but for the efforts of Paul and 
Silas? There is a human as well as a 
divine element in winning souls. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for China, 
Japan, and Korea. Inthe present state of 
unrest in these lands the Christians there 
need more than all else the prayers of 
the people of God. Pray that nothing 
in those countries may retard the prog- 
ress of the Gospel, and that by a wise 
and careful walk the missionaries may 
gain favor with all the people. 


Fri.—James 5 : 13-20. 
Prayer and Soul-Winning. 
Successful soul-winning has two com- 
ponent parts — going to God for sinners 
and going to sinners for God. It is thus 
that we are workers together with God. 
Prayerless methods account for most 
of the failures in Christian work. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for in- 
creasing. power in soul-winning. We can- 
not win souls from death unless we pos- 
sess the Christ life power, and this may 
be had for the taking. Pray for a 
spirit of inquiry to go abroad and for 
the work of conviction in the hearts of 
men. 


Sat.—Acts 8 : 26-29. 
The Word and Soul-Winning. 
Philip was directed to this man rot 
because he was a great man at the court 
of the queen but because he was yearn- 
ing in his heart for the iowleden of 
the true God. Philip expounded the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah to him, and 
through the Word itself he was led to 

the light of life. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for greater 
faith in the Word of God as the instru- 
ment of the soul’s salvation. Pray for 
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the preaching of it to-day in the Jewish 
synagogues; for the Jewish rabbis who 
are leading the thought of Israel that 
they themselves may be led to see the 
glory of their Messiah. 
Sun.—Acts 20 : 18-35. 
. The Soul-Winner’s Devotion. 
Neglect in an wunder-shepherd is a 
grievous sin. The “flock of God” needs 
tending. The sheep must be fed and 
the lame and the sickly carefully 
watched; for all of which soul-win- 
mer needs the shepherd-heart. Shep- 
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herds who obviously care more for the 
wool than for the sheep are traitors to 
their trust. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
blessing of God to rest upon the preach- 
ing of the cross to-day; for every honest 
effort of personal workers to win others; 
that the pane. for souls may take hold 
of Sunday-school teachers for their 
classes; ministers for their congrega- 
tions; parents for their children. Pray 
for the “One by One Band.” 

Nev Yorx Crry, . 
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der way or in 


That 


reducing their ability to give. 


$190,000 per year. 
ered to the saints.” 


named sh 


appointing. 
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The Moody Bible Institute 


Please consider, thoughtfully and prayerfully, the following: 


That numerous great mo sing cimpeionn are un- 
1. all of th 7. et for reg whereas 
purposes, em y large organizations, 
there is no organization back of The Moody Bible Institute. 


apostasy fundamentals of the faith has 
¢ deadened the hearts and minds of professing Christians 
on every hand to appeals for work such as ours. 


3 That many Christian business men, givers to the Lord’s 
* work, are facing grave uncertainties on the one hand, 
while their profits are heavily taxed on the other. 


4 That large numbers of salaried workers have received 
* no advance in their pay, or i 
portion than the heavy increases in 


from the 


That The Institute’s operating costs are likewise heavily 
¢ increased, and that the free training given our Day and 
Evening Classes requires about $16,000 per month, or 


6 That never was enlargement and strengthening of our 
¢ work so imperatively req 

highly divide the Worl of Tr 
“vightly divide the W. of Truth”, and equip: in pg 
heart and mind to “earnestly contend for the fai eliv- 


7 That it is for these reasons we especially urge you, to 
® pray and give at this time. 


Please send us your gift as God enables, be it little or 
much; and pray much that none of the circumstances above 
avail to restrict the 
service which God wills to go forth fro 


Address The Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Hil. 


Please mention this publication 


a Friend of 


professing 


ances much less in pro- 
their cost of living, thus 


increasing 
uately trained, to 


once 


full measure of world wide 
m-this place of His 


aa cca. 











THE MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE 


NYACK-ON-HUDSON 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth GOOD TIDINGS 


Our Motto : —"jy Wek Sth to te Wisk =| Christ On Spier. Sanctifier, Healer, and Com. 








THE INSTITUTE ON THE HILLSIDE 


Is a Great Training Camp for Defenders of the 
Faith, Heralds of the Cross, Ambassadors of God. 








DO YOU KNOW THE GOOD TIDINGS? 


Is the Bible an open book to you? Is the wealth 
of its message of Light and Life and Hope real? 





DO YOU POSSESS A BURNING LOVE FOR SOULS? 





Is the greatest desire of your life the salvation and sanctification of men? Are you awake to the true : 
dition of helpl an 





misery, now and eternally, of every soul without Christ? 


If you really have the call of God and want to learn how %to carry the GOOD TIDINGS to sin-sick 


souls, either at home or abroad, come to 


THE MISSIONARY TRAINING CAMP ON THE HILLSIDE 


Write for Catalog. 


NYACK, N. Y. 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 20th, 1919 








